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Silverlight is a framework for building rich, browser-hosted applications that run on a variety of operating systems. Silverlight works its magic through a browser plug-in. When you surf to a web page that includes some Silverlight content, this browser plug-in runs, executes the code, and renders that content in a specifically designated region of the page. The important part is that the Silverlight plug-in provides a far richer environment than the traditional blend of HTML and JavaScript that powers ordinary web pages. Used carefully and artfully, you can create Silverlight pages that have interactive graphics, use vector animations, and play video and sound files.

If this all sounds eerily familiar, it’s because the same trick has been tried before. Several other technologies use a plug-in to stretch the bounds of the browser, including Java, ActiveX, Shockwave, and (most successfully) Adobe Flash. Although all these alternatives are still in use, none of them has become the single, dominant platform for rich web development. Many of them suffer from a number of problems, including installation headaches, poor development tools, and insufficient compatibility with the full range of browsers and operating systems. The only technology that’s been able to avoid these pitfalls is Flash, which boasts excellent cross-platform support and widespread adoption. However, Flash has only recently evolved from a spunky multimedia player into a set of dynamic programming tools. It still offers far less than a modern programming environment like .NET.

That’s where Silverlight fits into the picture. Silverlight aims to combine the raw power and cross-platform support of Flash with a first-class programming platform that incorporates the fundamental concepts of .NET. At the moment, Flash has the edge over Silverlight because of its widespread adoption and its maturity. However, Silverlight boasts a few architectural features that Flash can’t match—most importantly, the fact that it’s based on a scaled-down version of .NET’s common language runtime (CLR) and allows developers to write client-side code using pure VB.
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The Economics of Open Source Software DevelopmentElsevier Limited, 2006
Open Source Software (OSS) development appears to present a stark contrast to traditional production and innovation methods and an unlikely contestant in the marketplace. Some of the most striking features are that OSS development is based on contributions of volunteer programmers, that these programmers only associated with each other through...
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Adobe GoLive CS2 Tips and TricksAdobe Press, 2005
GoLive CS2 is more than just a simple Web authoring tool: As  part of Adobe's updated Creative Suite 2, it's a key component of an overall Web  workflow that lets you work seamlessly among all of your graphics applications  to create spectacular Web sites. This info-packed guide lets users get right  down to doing by focusing on...
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CCNP BSCI Official Exam Certification Guide (4th Edition)Cisco Press, 2007
CCNP BSCI Official Exam Certification Guide, Fourth Edition, is a best of breed Cisco® exam study guide that focuses specifically on the objectives for the BSCI exam. Successfully passing the BSCI 642-901 exam certifies that you have the knowledge and skills necessary to use advanced IP addressing and routing in implementing...
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Introduction to Health and Safety in Construction, Second Edition: The handbook for construction professionals and students on NEBOSH and other construction coursesButterworth-Heinemann, 2006
* Fully covers the syllabus for the NEBOSH National Certificate in Construction Safety and Health 
* Student-friendly presentation in full colour packed with illustrations and photographs
* Includes a summary of the main legislation, ideal as a reference for students as well as for all managers in the construction industry
...
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Sams Teach Yourself Windows Phone 7 Application Development in 24 HoursSams Publishing, 2012


	When mobile phones were first introduced in the early 1970s, they were capable of doing

	nothing more than placing telephone calls. When the first 1G cellular network was introduced

	in 1979, mobile phones hadn’t changed much in features but were beginning to

	decrease in size. In 1991, the first 2G network was introduced and...
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Sams Teach Yourself Game Programming with DirectX in 21 DaysSams Publishing, 2002
The introductory chapters provide a solid basis in using Direct3D and DirectSound in a 2D gaming environment, providing not only the necessary theoretical discussions, but also sample programs that demonstrate the concepts discussed.  Once the reader learns these basic DirectX techniques, the book leads the reader through the design and...
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