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	Quantum Enigma: Physics Encounters Consciousness, 9780195175592 (019517559X), Oxford University Press, 2006
The most successful theory in all of science--and the basis of one third of our economy--says the strangest things about the world and about us. Can you believe that physical reality is created by our observation of it? Physicists were forced to this conclusion, the quantum enigma, by what they observed in their laboratories.
  
Trying to understand the atom, physicists built quantum mechanics and found, to their embarrassment, that their theory intimately connects consciousness with the physical world. Quantum Enigma explores what that implies and why some founders of the theory became the foremost objectors to it. Schrodinger showed that it "absurdly" allowed a cat to be in a "superposition" simultaneously dead and alive. Einstein derided the theory's "spooky interactions." With Bell's Theorem, we now know Schrodinger's superpositions and Einstein's spooky interactions indeed exist.
  Authors Bruce Rosenblum and Fred Kuttner explain all of this in non-technical terms with help from some fanciful stories and bits about the theory's developers. They present the quantum mystery honestly, with an emphasis on what is and what is not speculation. 
  
Physics' encounter with consciousness is its skeleton in the closet. Because the authors open the closet and examine the skeleton, theirs is a controversial book. Quantum Enigma's description of the experimental quantum facts, and the quantum theory explaining them, is undisputed. Interpreting what it all means, however, is controversial.
  
Every interpretation of quantum physics encounters consciousness. Rosenblum and Kuttner therefore turn to exploring consciousness itself--and encounter quantum physics. Free will and anthropic principles become crucial issues, and the connection of consciousness with the cosmos suggested by some leading quantum cosmologists is mind-blowing.
  
Readers are brought to a boundary where the particular expertise of physicists is no longer a sure guide. They will find, instead, the facts and hints provided by quantum mechanics and the ability to speculate for themselves.     

       About the Author
   
 Bruce Rosenblum is Professor of Physics and former Chairperson of the Physics Department at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He has also consulted extensively for government and industry on technical and policy issues. His research has moved from molecular physics to condensed matter physics and, after a foray into biophysics, has focused on fundamental issues in quantum mechanics.
  
After a career in industry that included two technology startups, and following a second career in academic administration, Fred Kuttner now devotes most of his time to teaching physics at the University of California, Santa Cruz. His research interests have centered on the low temperature properties of solids and the thermal properties of magnets. For the last several years, Kuttner has worked on the foundations of quantum mechanics and the implications of the quantum theory.






	Comments

		


	Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	

Foundation Flash 8 VideoFriends of Ed, 2006
In this book you'll learn: 




    	The basics of video editing using Movie Maker 2, iMovie, and more



    	How to import your video into Flash



    	How to work with Flash Video components



    	Several of the new features of Flash 8, including alpha channels, filters,...



		

Network Backup with Bacula [How-to]Packt Publishing, 2012

	In the data-centered world, backup and duplication is an important factor that keeps your computer network fail-safe and healthy. Backup solutions allow you to quickly recover from power failures, damaged hardware and hacker attacks.


	"Network Backup with Bacula" is a practical guide to setting up the Bacula backup system...


		

Building Your Business with Google For DummiesFor Dummies, 2004
Partner up with Google and watch your business boom!
Find out how to score high in searches, use AdWords, and connect with customers     

Google – what a magnificent, two-headed creature! On one side are searching customers; on the other, business owners like you. This book helps bring both together to live happily ever after....





	

Data Communications and Computer Networks: A Business User's ApproachCengage Learning, 2012

	Data communications and computer networks are vital in today's business world. Whether your career entails business management, computer programming, system design, or a related area, DATABASE COMMUNICATIONS AND COMPUTER NETWORKS, 7th Edition will give you the thorough understanding you need of basic features, operations, and limitations...


		

PC User's BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007
The perfect go-to reference to keep with your PC
   

   If you want to get the most out of your PC, you've come to the right source. This one-stop reference-tutorial is what you need to succeed with your Windows Vista or Windows® XP computer, whether it's a desktop or a laptop. From setting up your PC to using it...


		

Object-Oriented Programming with ActionScript 2.0 (Voices That Matter)New Riders Publishing, 2004
Master the principles of object-oriented programming as it is  used with the most recent version of ActionScripting.  

	
    Object-Oriented Programming revolutionizes the way Flash  developers interact with Flash. 

    
	
    This book provides...
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