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Relational databases are tricky beasts. Other kinds of commercial software  are infinitely easier to understand. Word processors are really just high-tech  typewriters, and it's pretty clear that the backspace key beats that little jar  of white stuff cold. Spreadsheets present a familiar enough paradigm, even to  non-accountants, and email is close enough to the postal system for the model to  be comprehensible.

Databases are different. Other kinds of software have a real-world analogy.  Sometimes, as in the Windows desktop, the analogy is a little tenuous, but the  analogies are close enough; you can get there from here. But relational  databases are completely artificial. They're like geometry, they can be used to  build models of the real world, but they don't exist in the real world. When was  the last time you poured some wine for you and your sweetie and went out on the  front porch to watch the geometry frolic on the lake?

Now, I'm talking about databases here, not tables. Tables exist aplenty, from  the telephone book to the dictionary. But relational databases? Nope. Uh huh.  You're not going to find them frolicking on the lake, either. The card files at  the library, which contain author, title, and subject files, come close to being  a database but they're still separate sets of data that are only correlated by  the good graces of the local librarian.

This book is about designing database systems. My intention is to give you  the knowledge you need to take a messy, complex, real-world situation and turn  it into an effective database design. After reading the book you still won't be  able to watch the databases frolic on the lake, but if I've done my job well  you'll be able to design and implement a relational model of the fish, the  seagulls, and the effects of the plankton on them both.
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A Short History of Financial Euphoria (Penguin Business)Penguin Press, 1994

	The world-renowned economist offers "dourly irreverent analyses of financial debacle from the tulip craze of the seventeenth century to the recent plague of junk bonds."—The Atlantic.


	 


	It is now three years since I did the main work on this small book. As I told in the Foreword to...
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iPad: Visual QuickStart Guide (Visual Quickstart Guides)Peachpit Press, 2012


	You’ve seen the TV ads in which happy,

	purposeful people use iPads to type

	messages, watch movies, play games,

	video-chat with grandchildren, and surf

	the Web from hammocks. On the cuttingroom

	floor, however, is the footage where

	those actors actually learned how to do

	all that stuff. Despite its clean lines...
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What's Mine Is Yours: The Rise of Collaborative Consumption. Rachel Botsman, Roo RogersCollins, 2011

	In the 20th century humanity consumed products faster than ever, but this way of living is no longer sustainable. This new and important book shows how technological advances are driving forms of 'collaborative consumption' which will change forever the ways in which we interact both with businesses and with each other. The average...
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Biomedical Applications of ProteomicsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2004

	In medicine, as in any other life sciences discipline, research should start by raising
	a question (hypothesis) to solve a problem. Then the scientist should select
	the most appropriated method(s) to answer the question and solve the dilemma.
	The obtained intermediate and final results may answer the question or may raise
	additional...
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Effective Digital Learning: Transforming Traditional Learning Models to a Virtual WorldApress, 2021

	
		
			Traditional learning as we know it has evolved. Gone are the days when students need to travel to a physical location to learn. With the increase of mobile devices and broadband Internet services, learning can take place anywhere at any time. Effective Digital Learning is here to help you make the paradigm shift with...
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Visual Basic 2005 For DummiesFor Dummies, 2005

	Get up to speed on the latest Visual Basic release


	The fun and easy way® to learn the most widely used programming language


	Looking to spice up your Web and Windows® experience? Then it's time to take control of your desktop and create your own programs! This handy guide will take you from the initial steps...
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