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 I completed work on the first edition of Developing International Software in December of 1994. Eight years later, I still receive scattered e-mail with questions about running or developing world-ready software, which I usually forward to the very capable World-Ready Guides (WRG) team (who are also responsible for the Dr. International column on http://www.microsoft.com/globaldev) inside the Microsoft Windows division. Since the most frequently asked question by far has been "When is a new book coming out?" I was thrilled when the WRG team picked up the enormous task of doing an update. The finished product is a much more comprehensive treatment of the subject matter, which is needed and welcome given the central relevance of Web-based software, a phenomenon that has emerged since we published the first edition. Basic techniques and knowledge of the Microsoft Win32 application programming interface (API) could help developers produce world-ready software in 1995, but in today's Internet-laden climate they seek to understand the role of other Microsoft products such as Microsoft Office, Microsoft Internet Information Services (IIS), Microsoft SQL, and Microsoft Visual Studio .NET, as well as industry standards such as Extensible Markup Language (XML). It is heartening to see how much these products and technologies have expanded their support for international functionality over the past several years. 

 International support in Windows also continues to mature. While the basic foundation-Unicode and the National Language Support API (NLS API)-remains very much the same, functionality has deepened with each new release to encompass new locales, new locale information, and more sophisticated text-layout and font capabilities. The book delves into these updates and lists detailed information in the significantly improved appendixes. I am also happy to see an entire section on testing. Given increasing requirements for product reliability and security, particularly for global firms, nothing could be more important than thorough and methodical software testing methods. 

 It is my hope that this book will become not only an indispensable reference, but required reading for any software development organization that takes its customers' needs seriously. Although challenges like sharing data and mixing and matching localized applications with localized operating systems have become easier to manage, it is up to the development community to make global interaction much simpler to achieve and much more powerful in its uses. The tools that enable such interaction will continue to evolve, but even once the infrastructure is perfected, developers will still need to take proper advantage of it for businesses and consumers to reap the appropriate benefits. For so long, those of us who evangelize world-readiness have emphasized "making it work properly" and lessening the pain of getting there. Following the methods outlined in this book should make "it works" a given. As a developer, your energy will be better spent on the still underexplored arena of multicultural, multilingual software communities and the untapped opportunities they present. "It works" is not enough. "Now that's a brilliant idea that will change the way people do things" is a much more fetching proposition. 
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HTML, XHTML, and CSS All-in-One Desk Reference For DummiesFor Dummies, 2008

	Ilove the Internet, and if you picked up this book, you probably do, too. The Internet is dynamic, chaotic, exciting, interesting, and useful, all at the same time. The Web is pretty fun from a user’s point of view, but that’s only part of the story. Perhaps the best part of the Internet is how participatory it is. You can build...
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Necessity Lost: Modality and Logic in Early Analytic Philosophy, Volume 1Oxford University Press, 2019

	A long tradition, going back to Aristotle, conceives of logic in terms of necessity and possibility: a deductive argument is correct if it is not possible for the conclusion to be false when the premises are true. A relatively unknown feature of the analytic tradition in philosophy is that, at its very inception, this venerable conception of the...
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1000 Ideas by 100 Graphic DesignersRockport Publishers, 2009

	
		1000 Ideas by 100 Graphic Designers showcases work from a selection of today’s best designers while providing precious tips to the graphic design enthusiast. The book...
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Smashing WebKit (Smashing Magazine Book Series)John Wiley & Sons, 2011

	The ultimate guide to WebKit from the world's most popular resource for web designers and developers


	As the default browser for both iPhone and Android, WebKit has become a major player in the mobile arena, offering a wider array of HTML5 and CSS3 support than any other major engine. Written by expert author Jon Raasch,...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: DB2 for Z/OS and Os/390: Ready for Java (IBM Redbooks)]

DB2 for Z/OS and Os/390: Ready for Java (IBM Redbooks)IBM Press, 2003
Read the following statements:

	
    The earth is flat!

    
	
    The earth is the center of the universe!

    
	
    Men shall never fly!

    
	
    Java will never work...
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Starting an Online Business All-in-One For Dummies (For Dummies (Business & Personal Finance))For Dummies, 2017

	Start a successful online business—and be your own boss!


	Being an online entrepreneur means more than just building a website—and this book breaks down everything you need to know to be successful. Inside, you'll get plain-English explanations and easy-to-follow instruction on online business basics, legal...
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