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Internet television is the quintessential digital convergence medium, putting together television, telecommunications, the Internet, computer applications, games, and more. It is part of a historic move from individualized narrowband capacity, measured by kilobits per user, to one of broadband with a capacity of megabits per user. This move will have major consequences for many aspects of society and the economy, similar to the impact the automobile had when it replaced trains, horses, and bicycles. It will affect, in particular, the medium now called television.

What exactly is Internet television (TV)? There is no agreement on a definition. It comes with different names—web TV, IPTV, enhanced TV, personal TV, and interactive TV, for example—which signify slightly different things. At the lower end of complexity, it is merely a narrowband two-way Internet-style individualized (“asynchronous”) channel that accompanies regular one-way “synchronous” broadband broadcast TV or cable. This Internet channel can provide information in conjunction with broadcast programs, such as details on news and sports, or enable transactions (including e-commerce) in response to TV advertisements. This is known as “enhanced TV.” At the other end of complexity is a fully asynchronous two-way TV, with each user receiving and transmitting individualized TV programs, including direct interaction in the program plot line. In between is one-way broadband with a narrowband return channel that can be used to select video programs on demand (VOD). What Internet TV is today and can be in the future forms the context of this book.

This new medium is knocking at the door. Already, music is reaching millions of listeners around the world through the Internet. Video clips have traveled likewise. It will not be long before popular video programs are regularly delivered over the Internet as well, at significantly better quality and lower cost. People with broadband connections already download feature-length films, and in Japan, Yahoo BB is launching a portal of video channels.

Every new medium starts as a substitute and then evolves into something quite new. Internet TV, too, will first be used to access video servers that store existing programs, making them available for viewing at any time. But soon, going beyond the convenience of viewer choice and control, Internet TV will enable and encourage new types of entertainment, education, and games that take advantage of the Internet’s interactive capabilities. This assumes, of course, technical capability and economic viability, subjects of analysis in this volume.

This book is organized into five major sections: Infrastructure Implications, Network Business Models and Strategies, Content and Culture, Policy, and Global Impacts. Each section is introduced here.
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SQL Server DMVs in Action: Better Queries with Dynamic Management ViewsManning Publications, 2011

	When I first discovered DMVs, I was enthralled because they made many difficult
	things so easy. It was simple to identify, typically within seconds, the core performance
	problems that affect SQL Server databases. For example, I could quickly
	discover which queries were taking the longest time to run, which indexes were missing,
	and...
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Solaris and LDAP Naming Services: Deploying LDAP in the EnterprisePrentice Hall, 2001
This book is one of an on-going series of books collectively known as the Sun
BluePrints™ program. The Solaris™ and LDAP Naming Services BluePrint describes
best practices for planning and deploying naming services based on the Lightweight
Directory Access Protocol (LDAP). The introduction of native LDAP in the Solaris...
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Running Mac OS X PantherO'Reilly, 2003
Apple® has shown no mercy to the Macintosh® power user---that dedicated individual who knows their Mac® inside and out: what makes it tick, and what makes it tick better. In the rapid evolution of Mac OS® X, there have been three major releases, and each new release challenges the power user to once more stay ahead of the learning...
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Information Storage and Retrieval Systems: Theory and Implementation (The Information Retrieval Series)Springer, 2000
This book provides a theoretical and practical explanation of  the latest advancements in information retrieval and their application  to existing systems. It takes a system approach, discussing all  aspects of an Information Retrieval System.
  
The major difference between this book and the first edition is the  addition to this text of...
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The CDA TM bookSpringer, 2011

	The CDA book provides clear and easy to use guidance to implement the standard, with numerous examples covering many of the nuances of the standard. Readers can learn not only how to implement healthcare IT using the CDA standard, but to "speak" in the language of the standard, and to understand its idioms.
...
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Radio Frequency Integrated Circuit DesignArtech House Publishers, 2010

	Radio frequency integrated circuits (RFICs) are the building blocks that enable every device from cable television sets to mobile telephones to transmit and receive signals and data. This newly revised and expanded edition of the 2003 Artech House classic, "Radio Frequency Integrated Circuit Design", serves as an up-to-date,...
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