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	Design for Emergence:  Collaborative Social Play with Online and Location-Based Media, Volume 153 Frontiers in Artificial Intelligence and Applications, 9781586037017 (1586037013), IOS Press, 2007
This thesis is an attempt to address the spontaneous, often unpredictable uses of technology that can foster feelings of social participation. A key idea is that social processes and dynamics advance technological design. Consider the most recent applications that are primarily focused on social interaction: social software (Allen, 2004), match-making and friend-finder websites (e.g. Orkut, Friendster), blogs and messaging systems (e.g. Instant Messaging, SMS, MMS etc). At the same time ubiquitous computing (Weiser, 1991) and mobile technologies have created new opportunities for ‘mixed reality’ social experiences, where information and virtual narratives can be superimposed on the real world and real people, blurring the boundaries between the physical and virtual world as never before possible. Being in a public space and communicating with a stranger nearby via one’s mobile phone is a new concept, associated with a lot of excitement but also with attendant fears.

The thesis investigates an opportunity space created by the ability to manifest our presence, both virtual and physical, in symbolic ways through the use of emerging technologies. One of the first problems the thesis tries to address is whether it is possible to harness the feel-good factor of group presence. In other words, how can the presence of large numbers of people be communicated and what kind of design can enhance the sense of participation and being part of a group. In this context, what is most inspiring is the possibility of emergent, spontaneous interaction that can spring from participating in some kind of large-scale, technology-mediated, social experience. Such a project has many unknowns and risks: there is no way to know in advance what these emergent behaviours and interactions will be like; neither can we ensure that these will occur in the first place. We capitalize on this uncertainty to bring the notion of emergence to the forefront and study it as part of an iterative design process. Creative and social uses of technologies have, to a large extent, formed our experience of the internet as a social medium. Many times these emergent uses, unintended by the designers, computer scientist and engineers have inspired and advanced technological innovation.

This thesis is indicative of a recent trend in Human Computer Interaction (HCI) research in the last few years (Preece et al, 2002), to include work from the humanities disciplines, such as sociology, anthropology, social psychology, arts as well as industrial design. HCI researchers have realised that including a broad spectrum of areas can benefit the field as a whole, addressing the limitations of traditional, task focused HCI problem solving and introducing a variety of research methods and creative design processes for emerging technologies. Already the term ‘interaction design’ is often used for HCI research to suggest that what is at stake is not only a user’s interaction with a computer, but a broader contextual framework, taking into account the environments in which people work, collaborate, learn and play, patterns of interaction and social processes that influence the way technology is being used. Understanding this contextual framework can support the design of successful interactive systems.
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Winning LEGO MINDSTORMS ProgrammingApress, 2012

	Winning LEGO MINDSTORMS Programming is your ticket to successfully programming for fun and competition with LEGO MINDSTORMS and the NXT-G programming language commonly used in FIRST LEGO League events. The book is a companion title to author James Trobaugh’s acclaimed book on physical robot design,...


		

Upgrading Your Home PCJohn Wiley & Sons, 2001
With the Right Resource, Upgrading’s Easier than You Think
    Ever feel like PC technologies evolve so quickly that your own machine is out of date just months after you get it? Now you can keep up without taking it to a professional, without getting in trouble, and without buying a new one. Upgrading Your Home...


		

Teaching Academic ESL Writing: Practical Techniques in Vocabulary and Grammar (ESL and Applied Linguistics Professional)Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2003
This work attempts to fill an important gap in teacher professional preparation by focusing on the grammatical and lexical features that are essential for all ESL writing teachers and student-writers to know. The fundamental assumption is that before students of English for academic purposes can begin to successfully produce academic writing, they...




	

Adaptive Filters Theory and ApplicationsJohn Wiley & Sons, 1999

	Adaptive filtering is an advanced and growing field in signal processing. A filter is a transmission network used in electronic circuits for the selective enhancement or reduction of specified components of an input signal. Filtering is achieved by selectively attenuating those components of the input signal which are undesired, relative to...


		

New Moon (The Twilight Saga, Book 2)Little, Brown and Company, 2006
"Shoot," I muttered when the paper sliced my finger; I pulled   it out to examine the damage. A single drop of blood oozed from the tiny   cut.  It all happened very quickly then.  Edward threw himself at me, flinging me back across the table...  I tumbled down to the floor by the piano, with my arms thrown out   instinctively to catch...


		

Citrix XenApp Platinum Edition for Windows: The Official GuideMcGraw-Hill, 2008
The Authorized Guide to Citrix XenApp Platinum Edition for Windows

Design, deploy, and maintain a virtualized, on-demand enterprise application delivery infrastructure. Citrix XenApp Platinum Edition for Windows: The Official Guide explains how to ensure high availability, enhance productivity, and reduce costs...
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