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Even my founding of SourceGear was mostly unintentional. I quit my job at Spyglass and created a company that I never intended to grow. I merely wanted to work solo as a programmer doing projects on contract. Nine years later I find myself working in a real company with employees and a phone system. Everything that happened between then and now is a bit of a blur.

But clearly a lot of things are different now. These days it seems like every programmer wants to start his own company. What changed? I believe there has been a fundamental shift that can be traced to just two core issues. In a nutshell, the blame for this trend can be placed squarely on the shoulders of Scott Adams and Al Gore.

Scott Adams changed everything with his daily comic strip. Remember the Pointy-Haired Boss from Dilbert? The guy who thinks his laptop will weigh less if he deletes some files? Prior to the Dilbert comic strip, millions of programmers in the United States believed they somehow ended up working for the only clueless software manager in the industry. Thanks to Scott Adams, now we know that virtually all of us work for pointy-haired bosses. Millions of programmers are stuck in work environments that seem to be perfectly designed to prevent them from creating software. We want to start our own company simply so we can get some work done.

And Al Gore made it all possible when he invented the Internet. Starting a software company is a lot easier now that we can just pump the bits out the T1 line. You see, the reason we talk about “shipping” software products is that in the old days we actually had to ship software products. People gave us money, and we sent our software to them on CD or floppy disk. Nowadays, physical shipping is rarely needed. When I sell software, I just send out a string of bytes over the Internet. The whole thing feels so virtual. Maybe those bytes are the result of years of effort by our programmers. Or maybe I am simply the first person to notice that if you rip an MP3 from the Beatles’ “White Album” and reverse the bytes, you get a version control system.

About The Author
Eric Sink graduated in 1990 from the University of Illinois with a degree in computer science. After living for a year in Spain, he spent five years at Spyglass, where he led the group that developed the Web browser later to become known as Internet Explorer. In 1997, Eric left Spyglass and founded SourceGear, which is now a leading vendor of version control tools. In 2002, SourceGear was honored by Inc. magazine as one of the 500 fastest-growing private companies in America.
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Pattern Recognition and Machine Intelligence: 4th International Conference, PReMI 2011, Moscow, Russia, June 27 - July 1, 2011, ProceedingsSpringer, 2011

	This volume contains the proceedings of the 4th International Conference on
	Pattern Recognition and Machine Intelligence (PReMI-2011) which was held at
	the National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE), Moscow,
	Russia, during June 27 - July 1, 2011. This was the fourth conference in the
	series. The first three...
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Parameterized Complexity Theory (Texts in Theoretical Computer Science. An EATCS Series)Springer, 2006
Parameterized complexity theory is a recent branch of computational complexity theory that provides a framework for a refined analysis of hard algorithmic problems. The central notion of the theory, fixed-parameter tractability, has led to the development of various new algorithmic techniques and a whole new theory of intractability. This book is a...
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Red Hat Linux Fedora for DummiesFor Dummies, 2003
This handy guide helps you work with Fedora by walking you through installing and configuring the OS, getting online, building a firewall, using Windows applications with Wine, tuning in with MPlayer, and much more.

Configure broadband Internet connections, work with OpenOffice.org, and more. Red Hat has merged its flagship Red Hat Linux...





	[image: ][image: Genetic Algorithms: Principles and Perspectives: A Guide to GA Theory (Operations Research/Computer Science Interfaces Series)]

Genetic Algorithms: Principles and Perspectives: A Guide to GA Theory (Operations Research/Computer Science Interfaces Series)Springer, 2002

	Genetic Algorithms: Principles and Perspectives: A Guide to GA Theory is a survey of some important theoretical contributions, many of which have been proposed and developed in the Foundations of Genetic Algorithms series of workshops. However, this theoretical work is still rather fragmented, and the authors believe that...
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Web Services: A Manager's GuideAddison Wesley, 2003

	"This book performs a valuable service for managers seeking to harness the business potential of Web services technology. Bringing a real practitioner's experience to the task, Anne carefully walks managers through the fundamentals of Web services technology. She does a superb job of helping managers understand this technology so...
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Industrial Applications of Lasers, Second EditionAcademic Press, 1997
A practical book with a variety of uses, this book can help applications engineers spark problem-solving techniques through the use of lasers. Industrial Application of Lasers, Second Edition takes the reader through laser fundamentals, unusual properties of laser light, types of practical lasers available, and commonly used...
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