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Mathematical disputes offer indisputable proof that great mathematical minds are calculating in more ways than one. Fueled by greed, jealousy, ambition, and ego, they have plots worthy of a soap opera, pitting brother against brother, father against son, and student against mentor. 

In the sixteenth century, Cardano and Tartaglia battled over credit for finding a method for solving cubic and quadratic equations; the plots and counterplots ended when Tartaglia, using Cardano's son as an informant, turned Cardano over to the Spanish Inquisition. In later centuries, Descartes battled Fermat over analytic geometry and optics; Newton and Leibniz feuded bitterly over the credit for the calculus; the Bernoulli brothers fought over calculus problems; and Poincaré tussled with Russell over the logical foundations of mathematics. In a notable twentieth-century math conflict involving Hilbert and Brouwer, Einstein took a neutral stance and described the controversy as the War of the Frogs and the Mice.       

Hal Hellman explores both the mathematics and the spirit of the times in this fascinating exposé. He draws from letters, articles, and books in which the debated ideas were propounded or refuted, and from the works of historians who have assessed the contributions of the participants to mathematics. Many of the ideas that sparked the feuds are prominent in mathematics today. For example, Hilbert's proof theory is a powerful mathematical tool, especially in computer science. Russell's logicism has modern-day proponents. And Cantor's set theory became the basis for today's topology and fractals and led to advances that provided a rigorous grounding for infinitesimal calculus.      

Providing insight into math and history, and spiced with cunning, deception, and subterfuge, this book shows how great feuds propelled great progress in mathematics.    

       About the Author
   

HAL HELLMAN is the author of Great Feuds in Science, Great Feuds in Medicine, and Great Feuds in Technology, all from Wiley. He has published articles in the New York Times, Omni, Reader's Digest, Psychology Today, and Geo.      
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NetBeans  Ruby and Rails IDE with JRuby (FirstPress)Apress, 2008

	As Ruby and Rails continues to grow, and more and more jobs are coming online that require you to effectively develop Ruby and Rails in the web tier. Beyond the Rails framework, there are still very few proven tools and IDEs to get the job done, at least until now. The NetBeans Ruby and Rails IDE, according to some, is by far the best and...
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Mastering MySQL 4Sybex, 2003
MySQL has proven it can compete with the big names in database management, such as SQL Server and Oracle, and with MySQL 4 this is truer than ever. Mastering MySQL 4 is your one-stop resource for all the information you need to create, maintain, use, and extend a MySQL database. It’s also essential reading for anyone developing...
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Encyclopedia of Data Warehousing and Mining, Second EditionInformation Science Publishing, 2008
The Encyclopedia of Data Warehousing and Mining provides a comprehensive, critical and descriptive examination of concepts, issues, trends, and challenges in this rapidly expanding field of data warehousing and mining (DWM). This encyclopedia consists of more than 350 contributors from 32 countries, 1,800 terms and definitions, and more than 4,400...
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Smart Card HandbookJohn Wiley & Sons, 2004
Building on previous editions, this third edition of the Smart Card Handbook offers a completely updated overview of the state of the art in smart card technology. Everything you need to know about smart cards and their applications is covered! Fully revised, this handbook describes the advantages and disadvantages of smart cards when...
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Managing Enterprise Systems with the Windows Script HostApress, 2001
	Covers common administration tasks for Exchange 5.5, Exchange 2000, Internet  Information Server (IIS) 4.0 and 5.0, and Windows NT 4.0, 2000, and XP  
	Includes extensive examples using Windows Management Instrumentation (WMI)  to provide registry, network/system administrative, and security operations  
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The Foundations of StatisticsDover Publications, 1972

	
		
			With the 1954 publication of his Foundations of Statistics, in which he proposed a basis that takes into account not only strictly objective and repetitive events, but also vagueness and interpersonal differences, Leonard J. Savage opened the greatest controversy in modern statistical thought. His theory of the...
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