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	In the Godfather Garden is the true story of the life of Richie “the Boot” Boiardo, one of the most powerful and feared men in the New Jersey underworld. The Boot cut his teeth battling the Jewish gang lord Abner Longy Zwillman on the streets of Newark during Prohibition and endured to become one of the East Coast’s top mobsters, his reign lasting six decades.

	

	To the press and the police, this secretive Don insisted he was nothing more than a simple man who enjoyed puttering about in his beloved vegetable garden on his Livingston, New Jersey, estate. In reality, the Boot was a confidante and kingmaker of politicians, a friend of such celebrities as Joe DiMaggio and George Raft, an acquaintance of Joseph Valachi—who informed on the Boot in 1963—and a sworn enemy of J. Edgar Hoover.

	

	The Boot prospered for more than half a century, remaining an active boss until the day he died at the age of ninety-three. Although he operated in the shadow of bigger Mafia names across the Hudson River (think Charles "Lucky" Luciano and Louis “Lepke” Buchalter, a cofounder of the Mafia killer squad Murder Inc. with Jacob “Gurrah” Shapiro), the Boot was equally as brutal and efficient. In fact, there was a mysterious place in the gloomy woods behind his lovely garden—a furnace where many thought the Boot took certain people who were never seen again.

	

	Richard Linnett provides an intimate look inside the Boot’s once-powerful Mafia crew, based on the recollections of a grandson of the Boot himself and complemented by never-before-published family photos. Chronicled here are the Prohibition gang wars in New Jersey as well as the murder of Dutch Schultz, a Mafia conspiracy to assassinate Newark mayor Kenneth Gibson, and the mob connections to several prominent state politicians.

	

	Although the Boot never saw the 1972 release of The Godfather, he appreciated the similarities between the character of Vito Corleone and himself, so much so that he hung a sign in his beloved vegetable garden that read “The Godfather Garden.” There’s no doubt he would have relished David Chase’s admission that his muse in creating the HBO series The Sopranos was none other than “Newark’s erstwhile Boiardo crew.”







	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: The Definitive Guide to Shopify Themes: Master the Design Skills to Build World-Class Ecommerce Sites]

The Definitive Guide to Shopify Themes: Master the Design Skills to Build World-Class Ecommerce SitesApress, 2017

	Master the design techniques and practical skills needed to build Shopify themes and make you and your clients profitable. An increasing number of businesses use Shopify and all of them need a well-designed theme to turn visitors into customers. Designers and developers that can deliver such themes create value for their clients and customers...
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Extending SSIS with .NET Scripting: A Toolkit for SQL Server Integration ServicesApress, 2015

	Extending SSIS with .NET Scripting: A Toolkit for SQL Server Integration Services 1/E by Joost van Rossum, Regis Baccaro


	You have some experience with creating SSIS packages, but encountered some of the limitations of the out-of-the-box tasks and transformations. You are not an experienced programmer, but maybe you have adjusted an...
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Practical BGPAddison Wesley, 2004
  			Hands-on guidance for deploying and optimizing BGP networks--enterprise and ISP  		

Now there's a practical guide to deploying and managing BGPv4 in any environment--from small enterprises to the largest Tier 2 and Tier 3 service providers. A team of the world's...
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Six Sigma for EveryoneJohn Wiley & Sons, 2003
A user-friendly guide to the basics of Six Sigma
   
   From noted Six Sigma consultant and author George Eckes comes Six Sigma for Everyone, a practical guide that explains the underpinnings of the revolutionary quality assurance methodology. Appropriate for employees and top management alike, this book is the only one you need if...
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Implicit Objects Computer GraphicsSpringer, 2002
Implicit definition and description of geometric objects and surfaces plays a critical role in the appearance and manipulation of computer graphics. In addition, the mathematical definition of shapes, using an implicit form, has pivotal applications for geometric modeling, visualization and animation.   Until recently, the parametric form has been...
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Cisco CCNA Exam #640-507 Certification Guide (With CD-ROM)Cisco Press, 2000
The only Cisco-endorsed study guide for the new CCNA #640-507 examCoverage of all CCNA exam topics enables you to discover and fill your knowledge gaps before sitting the exam.  You will learn about:Internetworking functions of each layer of the OSI reference model and how they are performed in network devicesDesign, implementation, configuration,...
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