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The economics of the free software business has taken another football bounce with the release of O'Reilly's Learning Red Hat Linux, a guide to the most popular distribution of the freely redistributable operating system. The bounce is this: for the typical tech-book list price of $35, you get Bill McCarty's beginners' survey and Red Hat 7.2, a $60 value at Red Hat's own retail price. McCarty's introduction claims that the two-CD set, printed with the O'Reilly logo, contains "everything you need to install and configure your own Red Hat Linux system." But is it really Red Hat 7.2? Yes, according to one Red Hat official, but like batteries, support is sold separately for $20 a month. Economics militate in favor of purchasing the book as well as a separate support contract from Red Hat, if needed. The book is, then, the freebie, and consequently a good deal.
Ultimately, Learning Red Hat Linux should be viewed as an inexpensive way to obtain legitimate CDs of Red Hat 7.2, with installation documentation that exceeds the norm. Once the installation has either succeeded or failed, however, readers will want to move along to linuxdocs.org or Running Linux.
--Peter Leopold     

       With roughly 20 million users worldwide, Linux is the most talked about success story of open source and free software. Even devotees of Microsoft Windows and Apple's Macintosh are attracted by the unsurpassed stability and flexibility of Linux, but learning a Unix-style operating system can be a daunting task. The second edition of Learning Red Hat Linux gives newcomers exactly  what they need to get started.

The book includes a complete Linux system CD-ROM from Red Hat Software, one of the most popular distributions of Linux in the U.S. Once it guides beginners through the process of installing and configuring this software, the book offers a thorough but gentle introduction to the basics of using Red Hat Linux. This new edition has been "upgraded" to cover installation and configuration of Red Hat version 7.2, with improved sections on how to use the GNOME and KDE desktop environments, and how to use the Red Hat Package Manager (RPM). Highlights of Learning Red Hat Linux include:

	How to prepare your system for installing Linux
	How to install and configure Linux
	How to install and configure the X Window System
	How to use X and the GNOME and KDE desktop  environments
	How to obtain and set up Linux applications
	How to set up a Linux system for networking, either on your local area network (LAN), or via a dialup connection to the Internet
	How to install and configure Linux-based servers, including the Apache web server and Samba for integrated file and print services with Windows-based networks
	How to understand and write shell scripts to  extend the power of Linux
	How to install, upgrade, and remove packages  using RPM








	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Goldfrank's Toxicologic Emergencies]

Goldfrank's Toxicologic EmergenciesMcGraw-Hill, 2006
The #1 reference in the field for the last quarter of a century, Goldfrank's Toxicologic Emergencies, Eighth Edition, has been completely updated to equip emergency physicians with today's most authoritative guide to clinical toxicology. The book presents unsurpassed coverage of all aspects of toxicologic emergencies_from pharmacology and clinical...
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SAP HANA Administration (HANA Admin) (SAP PRESS)SAP Press, 2014

	Who says that a leopard can't change its spots? With the advent of SAP HANA, database administration is evolving and you can evolve along with it.


	Learn how traditional administration concepts are applied in SAP HANA, and find out about the new concepts relevant to an in-memory database. 

	Novice or expert, this book...
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Advanced Practice Nursing: Emphasizing Common RolesF. A. Davis Company, 2004

	Prepare your graduate students to take leadership roles inthe future of Advance Practice Nursing. The author address the major issuesfacing Advanced Practice Nursing today from a collective perspective thatbegins with its historical roots and progresses to contemporary concerns andtrends. This approach enables APNs to understanding the...
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Open Data Structures: An Introduction (Open Paths to Enriched Learning)Athabasca University, 2013

	Offered as an introduction to the field of data structures and algorithms, Open Data Structures covers the implementation and analysis of data structures for sequences (lists), queues, priority queues, unordered dictionaries, ordered dictionaries, and graphs. Focusing on a mathematically rigorous approach that is fast, practical, and...
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Java Network Programming, Third EditionO'Reilly, 2004
Java's growth over the last 10 years has been  nothing short of phenomenal. Given Java's rapid rise  to prominence and the even more spectacular growth of the Internet,  it's a little surprising that network programming in  Java is still so mysterious to so many. It doesn't  have to be. In fact, writing network programs in Java...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Java 7 Pocket Guide]

Java 7 Pocket GuideO'Reilly, 2013

	
		When you need quick answers for developing or debugging Java programs, this pocket guide provides a handy reference to the standard features of the Java programming language and its platform. You’ll find helpful programming examples, tables, figures, and lists, as well as supplemental information about topics including the Java...
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