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	To explain the perspective from which this book was written, it will be helpful to define
	the terms machine learning and hackers.


	What is machine learning? At the highest level of abstraction, we can think of machine
	learning as a set of tools and methods that attempt to infer patterns and extract insight
	from a record of the observable world. For example, if we are trying to teach a computer
	to recognize the zip codes written on the fronts of envelopes, our data may consist of
	photographs of the envelopes along with a record of the zip code that each envelope
	was addressed to. That is, within some context we can take a record of the actions of
	our subjects, learn from this record, and then create a model of these activities that will
	inform our understanding of this context going forward. In practice, this requires data,
	and in contemporary applications this often means a lot of data (perhaps several terabytes).
	Most machine learning techniques take the availability of such data as given,
	which means new opportunities for their application in light of the quantities of data
	that are produced as a product of running modern companies.


	What is a hacker? Far from the stylized depictions of nefarious teenagers or Gibsonian
	cyber-punks portrayed in pop culture, we believe a hacker is someone who likes to
	solve problems and experiment with new technologies. If you’ve ever sat down with
	the latest O’Reilly book on a new computer language and knuckled out code until you
	were well past “Hello, World,” then you’re a hacker. Or if you’ve dismantled a new
	gadget until you understood the entire machinery’s architecture, then we probably
	mean you, too. These pursuits are often undertaken for no other reason than to have
	gone through the process and gained some knowledge about the how and the why of
	an unknown technology.







	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: MCSE: The Core Exams in a Nutshell (In a Nutshell (O'Reilly))]

MCSE: The Core Exams in a Nutshell (In a Nutshell (O'Reilly))O'Reilly, 1998

	
		Microsoft's MCSE (Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer) program is a rigorous testing and certification program for Windows NT system and network administrators. To achieve certification, one must pass four required exams and two elective exams. Close to twenty potential elective exams exist, although only nine of them are...
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HP-UX CSE : Official Study Guide and Desk ReferencePrentice Hall, 2004
HP-UX CSE: Official Study Guide and Desk Reference is the definitive HP-UX CSE exam preparation guide and reference.

HP-approved coverage of all three CSE exams: CSE HP-UX Advanced System Administration, CSE High Availability Using HP-UX...
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Python for Unix and Linux System AdministrationO'Reilly, 2008
Python is an ideal language for solving problems, especially in Linux and Unix networks. With this pragmatic book, administrators can review various tasks that often occur in the management of these systems, and learn how Python can provide a more efficient and less painful way to handle them.
  
  Each chapter in Python for Unix and...
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Essential RenderMan®Springer, 2007
When I wrote Essential RenderMan fast in 2002 it didn’t seem that I was writing about a moving target. The RenderMan API is a standard, and hence doesn’t change radically from release to release. However, once you start writing things down they seem to change far more quickly than you expect.

No sooner had the book gone to...
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The Practice of Enterprise Modeling: 6th IFIP WG 8.1 Working Conference, PoEM 2013, Riga, Latvia, November 6-7, 2013, Proceedings (Lecture Notes in Business Information Processing)Springer, 2013

	This volume constitutes the proceedings of the 6th IFIP WG 8.1 Conference on the Practice of Enterprise Modeling held in November 2013 in Riga, Latvia. The focus of the PoEM conference series is on advances in the practice of enterprise modeling through a forum for sharing knowledge and experiences between the academic community and...
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Performance Testing Microsoft .NET Web ApplicationsMicrosoft Press, 2002

	This book was written by members of the Microsoft Application Consulting and Engineering (ACE) Team, which provides performance analysis services for some of the most heavily utilized Web applications and sites at Microsoft. Our responsibilities include, but are not limited to, providing throughput or response time numbers,...
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