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This book is not a reference. That needs to be said right off the bat. It was written to be read cover to cover; it tells a story. It's an interwoven tale about object-oriented programming in the .NET world: building objects, moving them, and using them around the world. This is not just a how-to book; it's a why-to and a when-to book as well. 

You will encounter many twists and turns ahead. Expect to learn the unexpected, but do not expect Visual Studio .NET. It didn't come out until a year after I got the .NET beta for the first time. Everything in this book is very hands-on, so if you're afraid you might chip a nail, turn back now. If you like being under the hood, though, you will feel right at home. 

I started preparing for this book so long ago that it's not even funny. I actually have some old, crusty .doc files that refer to "Cool." That's what they were going to call C# before they called it C#. I'm not joking. This book began its life when most of the other .NET books began theirs shortly after the Microsoft Professional Developer's Conference in 2000. Now, two years later, someone is finally reading it. Hopefully, you will see that it wasn't rushed to market. I have thought about everything in this book very carefully and have spent about a year and a half of my free time putting it together. 

Why? I'm on a mission. Several, in fact. My main purpose is to provide an alternative to the big, fat reference book (especially the ones written by more than one author). I love reading books about programming especially skinny books about computing that assume I am not an idiot. My goal is to write these kinds of books. I assume you know what HTTP, XML, and SOAP stand for. To me, that means something. 

My second mission is to give all my readers a .NET epiphany. I remember talking to my editor Ron on the phone a couple of years ago. "Whaddya mean there's no COM?" I said. Shortly after the phone call, I received my first beta of .NET in the mail. The sheer size and depth of it stunned me. A super-secret, subterranean coding army must have been at work! I will never know how Microsoft managed to have something of this scope back then (that nobody knew about). My first goal was to "get it." I am still learning about .NET two years later, but now I "get it." I wasn't able to present everything under the sun in this book, but I think you'll also "get it" by the time you finish reading it. 

My third mission is to make loads of cash. I remember a time when I sat around trying to think of how I could get a job that paid minimum wage in addition to all my contract work. I had too much of a social life back then, and all the time with my friends and family was really killing me. I found that I wasn't spending enough quality time in front of the computer. Then it hit me: "I'll write programming books!" I haven't slept since. 
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Understanding the Linux Kernel (2nd Edition)O'Reilly, 2002
In the spring semester of 1997, we taught a course on operating systems based on Linux 2.0. The idea was to encourage students to read the source code. To achieve this, we assigned term projects consisting of making changes to the kernel and performing tests on the modified version. We also wrote course notes...
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APM Best Practices: Realizing Application Performance Management (Books for Professionals by Professionals)Apress, 2010

	The objective of APM Best Practices: Realizing Application Performance Management is to establish reliable application performance management (APM) practices—to demonstrate value, to do it quickly, and to adapt to the client circumstances. It's important to balance long-term goals with short-term deliverables, but...
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Pro Android C++ with the NDKApress, 2012

	Android is one of the major players in the mobile phone market. Android is a mobile platform that is built on the top of Linux operating system. The native-code support on Android offers endless opportunities to application developers, not limited the functionality that is provided by Android framework. Pro Android C++ with the...
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Visio 2007 BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007
Visio® 2007 Bible is as comprehensive a guide to the popular Microsoft diagramming software as a book of less than 1000 pages can be. Covering both Visio Standard and Visio Professional, this book explains Visio fundamentals as well as more advanced techniques that help you master any type of diagram. It also describes in detail how to use each...
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The Geography of Networks and R&D Collaborations (Advances in Spatial Science)Springer, 2014

	The geography of networks and R&D collaborations, in particular the spatial dimension of interactions between organisations performing joint R&D, have attracted a burst of attention in the last decade, both in the scientific study of the networks and in the policy sector. The volume is intended to bring together a selection of...
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MP3: The Definitive GuideO'Reilly, 2000
MP3, standing for MPEG-1, Layer 3, is a codec for compressing the size of audio files for digital distribution. Much more than a definition, MP3 is nothing less than a cultural and economic revolution on the Internet. Every day, hundreds of thousands of MP3 music files are searched for, shared, recorded and listened to by  computer and Internet...
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