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At its core, the process of designing reports hasn’t changed substantially in the past 15 years. The report designer lays out report objects, which contain data from a known data source, in a design application such as Business Objects Reports or Microsoft Access. He or she then tests report execution, verifies the accuracy of the results, and distributes the report to the target audience.

Sure, there are enough differences between design applications to mean that the designer must become familiar with each particular environment. However, there’s enough crossover functionality to make this learning curve small. For example, the SUM function is the same in Business Objects Reports as it is in Microsoft Access as it is in Structured Query Language (SQL). With Microsoft SQL Server 2005 Reporting Services (referred to as SSRS throughout the book), there is, again, only a marginal difference in the way reports are designed from one graphical report design application to another. So, if you do have previous reporting experience, your learning curve for SSRS should be relatively shallow. This is especially true if you come from a .NET environment, because the report designer application for SSRS is Visual Studio 2008 or the application included with SQL Server 2008, Business Intelligence Development Studio (BIDS). Having said all this, several differences set SSRS apart from other reporting solutions:

• It provides a standard reporting platform based on Report Definition Language (RDL), which is the XML schema that dictates the common structure of all SSRS reports. This allows for report creation from any third-party application that supports the RDL schema.
• SSRS is an integral part of the SQL Server 2008 release.
• SSRS offers features out of the box that in other products would be expensive additions to a basic deployment. These features include subscription services, report caching, report history, and scheduling of report execution.
• SSRS, being a Web-based solution, can be deployed across a variety of platforms.

This book was written in parallel with a real SSRS deployment for a health-care application, so it covers almost every design and deployment consideration for SSRS, always from the standpoint of how to get the job done effectively. You’ll find step-by-step guides, practical tips, and best practices, along with code samples that you’ll be able to modify and use in your own SSRS applications.
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Two-Dimensional Change Detection Methods: Remote Sensing Applications (SpringerBriefs in Computer Science)Springer, 2012

	Change detection using remotely sensed images has many applications, such as urban monitoring, land-cover change analysis, and disaster management. This work investigates two-dimensional change detection methods. The existing methods in the literature are grouped into four categories: pixel-based, transformation-based, texture analysis-based,...
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Graphic Design Cookbook: Mix & Match Recipes for Faster, Better LayoutsChronicle Books, 2001

	With 100,000 copies sold, Graphic Design Cookbook is one of the most useful all-purpose resources for designers and anyone who wants to create a dynamic layout for magazines, newsletters, books, posters, and other media. Now released with a fresh new cover, its more than a thousand line drawings illustrate effective design devices, type...
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Control and Automation: International Conference, CA 2009, Held as Part of the Future Generation Information Technology ConferenceSpringer, 2010
As future generation information technology (FGIT) becomes specialized and fragmented, it is easy to lose sight that many topics in FGIT have common threads and, because of this, advances in one discipline may be transmitted to others. Presentation of recent results obtained in different disciplines encourages this interchange for the...
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Mobile JavaScript Application Development: Bringing Web Programming to Mobile DevicesO'Reilly, 2012

	
		The most important current trend in the software development world is, without a hint of a doubt, the mobile frontier, and in particular, the rise of the smartphone and the touch tablet.

	
		When I started my career as a developer, back in 1996, I was writing web...
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CSS3 Pushing the LimitsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2013

	Push CSS3 and your design skills to the limit—and beyond!


	Representing an evolutionary leap forward for CSS, CSS3 is chock-full of new capabilities that dramatically expand the boundaries of what a styling language can do. But many of those new features remain undocumented, making it difficult to learn what they are...
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Mathematical Structures for Computer Science: A Modern Treatment of Discrete MathematicsW. H. Freeman, 2002

	The important role that discrete structures plays in computer science is gaining recognition.
	Computing Curricula 2001 (CC2001), the latest curriculum recommendation for computer-
	related education, was a joint undertaking of the Institute for Electrical and Electronic
	Engineers/Computer Society (IEEE/CS) and the Association for...
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