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	For me, one of the great pleasures of working at Microsoft was shepherding new products from concept to release. However, it was even more fulfilling to witness the birth and growth of new communities of users, for what is a product without a user? Just bits and bytes on a disk. In my role as Group Product Manager of the SQL Server Integration Services team, it was my privilege to watch the evolution of both the SSIS application and the social network of users.





	The Integration Services team, under the exceptional leadership of Kamal Hathi, delivered a product in 2005– SQL Server Integration Services– that was intended to be not only a powerful application in its own right, but a platform for customers and partners to extend and expand as their data integration needs changed and grew over time. Over the years (and through several versions of the product) SQL Server Integration Services has grown to become an industry-leading technology.





	When we started developing what users now call SSIS, anyone building a data warehouse had only two choices: expensive, highly specialized tools for Extraction Transformation and Loading (ETL), or tedious, difficult-to-maintain, custom coding. With SSIS we wanted to break through those traditional restrictions: to deliver a truly scalable tool, simple enough for the beginner, but with the extensibility and programmability of a platform for the expert.





	Little did we anticipate how eagerly the SQL Server user community would embrace this tool! Our user base grew quickly, and, as in any group endeavor, natural leaders emerged. The authors of this splendid book are, quite simply, among the most outstanding contributors to the SSIS social network. They are leaders not only because of their skills, but because of their tireless support and commitment to helping others. This book distills that learning, and that community focus, into a volume to keep by your keyboard for years.





	The challenge with a tool such as SSIS is that there are simply so many possibilities facing the user. If I can choose a prebuilt component, which one do I choose? If I can extend the capabilities with script, when should I do that? How do I choose between the many ways to load a slowly-changing-dimension table, or for handling XML?





	SQL Server 2012 Integration Services Design Patterns not only provides solutions to such problems; even more usefully, this book channels the authors’ extensive experience into patterns. In recent years, design patterns have proved their value to software developers as flexible templates for addressing recurring problems that still need specific implementation details. SQL Server 2012 Integration Services Design Patterns takes this approach, quite uniquely, into the world of data warehousing and ETL.





	The result is a collaborative work by experts, suitable for beginners and advanced users alike.





	Even though I moved on from the SSIS team, and from Microsoft, some years ago now, it is a pleasure for me to remain in touch with the user community I admire so much. And it is a honor for me to introduce you to this much-anticipated and valuable book.

	Happy integrating!
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Identity Management: Concepts, Technologies, and SystemsArtech House Publishers, 2010

	Digital identity can be defined as the digital representation of the information known about a specific individual or organization. Digital identity management technology is an essential function in customizing and enhancing the network user experience, protecting privacy, underpinning accountability in transactions and interactions, and...
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How to Grow as a Photographer: Reinventing Your CareerAllworth Press, 2006

	Are you bored producing the same old work, but do it because it’s safe? Are corporate politics, outsourcing, or the digital revolution too much for you to handle? Has a personal tragedy caused you to reevaluate your career path?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, look no further than this inspirational guide.
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Cisco® LAN Switching (CCIE Professional Development)Cisco Press, 1999
CCIE Professional Development: Cisco LAN  Switching is essential for preparation for the CCIE Routing and Switching  exam track. As well as CCIE preparation, this comprehensive volume provides  readers with an in-depth analysis of Cisco LAN Switching technologies,  architectures and deployments. ...
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Hacking Secret Ciphers with Python: A beginner's guide to cryptography and computer programming with PythonCreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013

	* * * This is the old edition! The new edition is under the title "Cracking Codes with Python" by Al Sweigart * * *


	Hacking Secret Ciphers with Python not only teaches you how to write in secret ciphers with paper and pencil. This book teaches you how to write your own cipher programs and also the hacking programs that...
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Customizing and Upgrading LinuxJohn Wiley & Sons, 2002
A fast-paced guide to customizing and performing upgrades to Linux on a network
In order to fulfill Linux’s promise of delivering speed, efficiency, and reliability to a network, you must be able to properly customize and perform upgrades on this operating system. Updated to reflect all the recent changes to the core Linux kernel up...
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Lung Cancer: Translational and Emerging Therapies (Translational Medicine)CRC Press, 2007

	Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the United States. Filling a gap in the literature, this resource translates recent laboratory findings into practical applications for the prevention and control of lung cancer. Featuring chapters by seasoned researchers in the field, this reference reviews current advances in...
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