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Over the last decade, the rise in the importance of information and
knowledge for business activity has been phenomenal. Globalization
has become a reality and competition is more dynamic (Porter, 1998) as
firms source materials and manufacture goods in many locations, while
innovation is vital for future business growth. Information is now
critical for the management and growth of business value. Knowledge
about competitors and customers is essential to understand the future
direction of business development. Harnessing this resource is
important, and yet, difficult. One means of tackling it is through the
development of organizational information systems that enable the
collection and dissemination of data, information and knowledge.
Organizations are increasingly using information technology to deliver
outputs from such systems. Data, information and knowledge can all
enhance competitiveness.

Information is a primary management resource. Like finance,
operations and marketing, its management cannot be left to chance. In
an increasingly competitive market there are three major reasons why
effective management of IS is essential for competitiveness. First, the
intensity of market competitiveness means that firms are under pressure
to work smarter and innovate faster than the competition. As the retail
banks have demonstrated, effective use of IS and IT can shorten cycle
times, while transforming the basis of competitiveness. Second, no firm
is an island. The value-adding process is one of transforming inputs into
profitable outputs. This means that the producers are dependent upon
the co-operation of suppliers, distribution networks and customers.
Third, information is an enabler of globalism. Changes in international
trading agreements and the monopoly power of local suppliers is driving
firms to use global sourcing in order to remain competitive. But a
precondition for accessing global resources is planned IS.
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Building Online Communities With Drupal, phpBB, and WordPressApress, 2005
Building an online community can be a daunting task. Countless different applications are
available for you to use as the foundation of your community. When I first envisioned this book,
I saw that online communities were primarily based on three different types of applications:
content management systems, bulletin boards, and blogs....
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The Rough Guide to South America on a Budget (Rough Guide Travel Guides)Rough Guides, 2009

	The Rough Guide to South America on a Budget is the definitive guide to making the most of this exotic region without breaking the bank. Backpackers, career-breakers, gap year travellers and those who want more bang for their buck, will find in-depth budget information for all twelve South American countries and every aspect of travel. From...
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Technical Analysis Plain and Simple: Charting the Markets in Your Language (3rd Edition)FT Press, 2010

	“This book is an excellent primer. As a proponent of the art-versus-science school of technical analysis, his primary focus is on the practical aspects of chart reading and how to translate the intelligence derived from charts into investment decisions. If you have ever wondered what technical analysis is, or how...
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Cocoa in a NutshellO'Reilly, 2003
Cocoa in a Nutshell begins with a complete overview of Cocoa's object classes. It provides developers who may be experienced with other application toolkits the grounding they'll need to start developing Cocoa applications. A complement to Apple's documentation, it is the only reference to the classes, functions,...
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Practical Data Analysis and Reporting with BIRTPackt Publishing, 2008
BIRT, which stands for Business Intelligence and Reporting Tools, is an Eclipse-based open-source reporting system for Java and J2EE based web applications. Including the word "Tools" in the acronym is appropriate, since BIRT is in fact a collection of development tools and technologies used for developing reports utilizing the BIRT...
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Talking to StrangersPicador, 2019

	
		Talking to Strangers is a freshly curated collection of prose, spanning fifty years of work and including famous as well as never-before-published early writings, from 2018 Man Booker Prize–finalist Paul Auster.

		

		Beginning with a short philosophical meditation written when he was twenty and...
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