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Virtualization is cool. I’ve always had a soft spot for virtualization, since as a lifelong sysadmin I get pretty tired of the endless fine-tuning that goes into building a successful network “host.” Especially when that fine-tuning evolves into upgrades involving screwdrivers, recabling, and dust.

While Xen wasn’t the first serious virtualization platform, it was the first serious open source virtualization platform, so it was the first that I was willing to invest my time in learning about, and the first I’d consider basing any production-level systems on. Open source isn’t just a preference for me—I dislike lock-in, so I hardly ever buy or deploy or depend on something that I couldn’t replace with a different product offered by a competing vendor sometime in the future.

Like any serious open source system, Xen has the power of an ecosystem in which anybody who wants to vend can pick a spot and start hacking, but Xen also has the backing of a strong company whose employees contribute to the open source version of their product. This kind of vertical openness makes it possible for anyone (a hobbyist or a Fortune 500 company) to jump into Xen, buy only what they want or need (or just get it all for free), and have it remain compatible with the rest of the ecosystem. Thank you, XenSource and Citrix, for all this.

Confession time: I don’t use Xen for any of my personal projects. I just don’t have enough systems in any one location, nor can I plan far enough in advance—I’m too small to be able to afford virtualization’s efficiencies.
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New York City For Dummies (Dummies Travel)For Dummies, 2010

	Explore the city that never sleeps


	From soaring skyscrapers to rumbling subways, power shopping to bargain-hunting, world-renowned restaurants to neighborhood pizzerias, majestic cathedrals to Times Square — New York has it all. Packed with info on must-see attractions like the Statue of Liberty and the Empire State...
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Corporate Hacking and Technology-Driven Crime: Social Dynamics and ImplicationsIGI Global, 2010


	This book takes a novel approach to the presentation and understanding of a controversial topic in

	modern-day society: hacking. The term hacker was originally used to denote positively-motivated individuals

	wanting to stretch the capabilities of computers and networks. In contrast, the term cracker was

	a later version of the term,...
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MOS 2010 Study Guide for Microsoft Word Expert, Excel Expert, Access, and SharePointMicrosoft Press, 2011

	Desktop computing proficiency is increasingly important in today’s business world. As a result, when screening, hiring, and training employees, employers can feel reassured by relying on the objectivity and consistency of technology certification to ensure the competence of their workforce. As an employee or job seeker, you can use...
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Programming in Python 3: A Complete Introduction to the Python Language (2nd Edition)Addison Wesley, 2009
Python is probably the easiest-to-learn and nicest-to-use programming language in widespread use. Python code is clear to read and write, and it is concise without being cryptic. Python is a very expressive language, which means that we can usually write far fewer lines of Python code than would be required for an equivalent application written...
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Nutrition in Kidney Disease (Nutrition and Health)Humana Press, 2014

	Nutrition in Kidney Disease, Second Edition addresses  the relationships between nutrition and (1) normal kidney function and disease, (2) the progressiveness of chronic kidney disease (CKD) and strategies to prevent further compromise, and (3) the treatment and management of kidney failure especially during medical crises, such as acute...
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PVM: Parallel Virtual Machine: A Users' Guide and Tutorial for Network Parallel ComputingMIT Press, 1994
Written by the team that developed the software, this tutorial is the definitive resource for scientists, engineers, and other computer users who want to use PVM to increase the flexibility and power of their high-performance computing resources. PVM introduces distributed computing, discusses where and how to get the PVM software,...
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