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America is driven by vengeance in Terry Aladjem's provocative account - a reactive, public anger that is a threat to democratic justice itself. From the return of the death penalty to the wars on terror and in Iraq, Americans demand retribution and moral certainty; they assert the "rights of victims" and make pronouncements against "evil." Yet for Aladjem this dangerously authoritarian turn has its origins in the tradition of liberal justice itself - in theories of punishment that justify inflicting pain and in the punitive practices that result. Exploring vengeance as the defining problem of our time, Aladjem returns to the theories of Locke, Hegel and Mill. He engages the ancient Greeks, Nietzsche, Paine and Foucault to challenge liberal assumptions about punishment. He interrogates American law, capital punishment and images of justice in the media. He envisions a democratic justice that is better able to contain its vengeance.     

       A reactive public anger has transformed American justice in Aladjem's timely book. It asserts itself in public denunciations of "evil," in capital punishment and the war on terror. Yet this vengeful justice presents a dilemma for democracy itself. It demands a reexamination of its most basic theoretical assumptions and a fresh articulation of the democratic stand against it.     

       About the Author
   
Terry Aladjem is a lecturer in Social Studies, and Associate Director of the Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning at Harvard University.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: CRC Handbook of Medicinal Spices]

CRC Handbook of Medicinal SpicesCRC Press, 2002
"Let food be your medicine, medicine your food." -Hippocrates, 2400 B.C.  When the "Father of Medicine" uttered those famous words, spices were as important for medicine, embalming, preserving food, and masking bad odors as they were for more mundane culinary matters. Author James A. Duke predicts that spices such as capsicum,...
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Cancer Modelling and Simulation (Chapman & Hall/CRC Mathematical and Computational Biology)CRC Press, 2003

	Understanding how cancer tumours develop and spread is vital for finding treatments and cures. Cancer Modelling and Simulation demonstrates how mathematical modelling and computer simulation techniques are used to discover and gain insight into the dynamics of tumour development and growth. It highlights the benefits of tumour modelling, such...
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Biomimetics: Advancing Nanobiomaterials and Tissue EngineeringJohn Wiley & Sons, 2013

	This book compiles all aspects of biomimetics from fundamental principles to current technological advances and their future trends in the development of nanoscale biomaterials and tissue engineering. The scope of this book is principally confined to biologically-inspired design of materials and systems for the development of next...
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Windows XP and Office 2003 Keyboard ShortcutsMcGraw-Hill, 2004
Save time and effort while boosting your productivity and simplifying your work with the help of this handy guide. You’ll learn how to use the hundreds of keyboard shortcuts built into Windows XP and the Office applications—from mainstream shortcuts for frequent operations to little-known time-saver that few users ever discover....
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Reading Work: Literacies in the New WorkplaceLawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2004
This book is about understanding the meanings of literacies at work.
Reading without a search for meanings is a contradiction in terms. So,
too, is doing workplace literacy education without focusing on how
people make sense of texts at work.

Yet often, that is exactly what workplace educators are asked to do.
We are...
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Albion and Jerusalem: The Anglo-Jewish Community in the Post-Emancipation Era (Oxford Historical Monographs)Oxford University Press, 2009
Lionel de Rothschild's hard-fought entry into Parliament in 1858 marked the emancipation of Jews in Britain--the symbolic conclusion of Jews' campaign for equal rights and their inclusion as citizens after centuries of discrimination. Jewish life entered a new phase: the post-emancipation era. But what did this mean for the Jewish community and...
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