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As a reporter, columnist, and author who has written extensively about organized crime for more than three decades, my primary beat has been what is referred to by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) as “traditional organized crime.” In official court documents, the FBI identifies the organization as La Cosa Nostra (LCN). Most Americans know it as the Mafia—the long-entrenched network of Italian-American criminals that has been personified in recent years on television in the award-winning HBO series, The Sopranos, and in movie classics such as The Godfather and Goodfellas.

In New York, where I have been based throughout my career, and elsewhere, I have also reported about other ethnic organized crime groups, including some that have worked hand in glove with the mob. These include gangsters whose lineage was Russian, Asian, Irish, Cuban, and African American. I have also written about Colombian, Mexican, and Dominican drug dealers, as well as other ethnic gangs with no alliances with the Mafia, such as the Jamaican Posse and the BTK, a violent Vietnamese gang.

In 1997, I traveled to Hong Kong and interviewed a “semi-retired” 53-year-old member of one of 15 triad societies based in the former British colony that was returned to China the following year. The veteran gangster described how he drank wine mixed with blood of chickens whose necks were broken during a four-hour-long induction ceremony four decades earlier, when he was 14. I learned that triad rules and structures were similar to those of the LCN. The boss, called a dragon head, was a “438.” The number-two man, the mob equivalent of an underboss, was an incense master, or 443. The lowest inducted member, a blue lantern, or 49, is the equivalent of a mob soldier.
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Daniel Arbuckle's Mastering PythonPackt Publishing, 2017

	Key Features

	
		Covers the latest and advanced concepts of Python such as parallel processing with Python 3.6
	
		Explore the Python language from its basic installation and setup to concepts such as reactive programming and microservices
	
		Get introduced to the mechanism for rewriting code in a...
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How to Build an SMS ServiceO'Reilly, 2007
The simple text message application that appears on virtually all mobile phones is the ultimate thin client, allowing your users access to the full computing power and informational depth of the Internet from a cheap cell phone on a mountaintop. 
 
 Building an SMS service can be quite simple. This tutorial guides you through a variety of...
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Photoshop CS4 Digital ClassroomJohn Wiley & Sons, 2008
"...one of the quickest ways you can get to know its [CS4's] intricacies." (Mac User, January 16th 2009)    

       Adobe Photoshop CS4 Digital Classroom is like having a personal instructor guiding readers through each lesson, while they work at their own pace. This book includes 13 self-paced lessons that let readers discover...
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Joomla! Template Design: Create your own professional-quality templates with this fast, friendly guidePackt Publishing, 2007
This complete, easy-to-use guide for web designers wanting to create unique templates for Joomla! websites covers template design workflow, debugging and validating code, creating drop-down menus, interactive and dynamic forms, and packaging templates for distribution, with advice on using multiple templates, replacing tables with CSS, using...
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Master VISUALLY Excel 2010Visual, 2010

	The complete visual reference on Excel basics


	Aimed at visual learners who are seeking an all-in-one reference that provides in-depth coveage of Excel from a visual viewpoint, this resource delves into all the newest features of Excel 2010. You'll explore Excel with helpful step-by-step instructions that show you, rather...
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The Basics of Financial ModelingApress, 2014

	The ability to create and understand financial models that assess the valuation of a company, the projects it undertakes, and its future earnings/profit projections is one of the most valued skills in corporate finance. However, while many business professionals are familiar with financial statements and accounting reports, few are truly...
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