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	The Fifth Postulate: How Unraveling A Two Thousand Year Old Mystery Unraveled the Universe, 9780470149096 (0470149094), John Wiley & Sons, 2008
What do Einstein's theory of relativity, string theory, and lots of other mind-bending—and space-bending—revelations of modern physics have in common? None of them could have been discovered until scientists and mathematicians recognized an uncomfortable truth—that there was a reason the world's greatest mathematical minds had failed to prove Euclid's fifth postulate after more than two thousand years of effort: the postulate, which defines the nature of parallel lines and space, was untrue.
In The Fifth Postulate, acclaimed science writer Jason Socrates Bardi tells the perplexing tale of what happened when, in the early 1800s, three great mathematicians, working independently, came to the same profound conclusion. Not only was the postulate unprovable, but discarding it opened an entire new universe of non-Euclidian geometry, in which the recognition that space is curved solved scores of previously insolvable problems and laid the groundwork for a host of new discoveries to come. Which of these brilliant thinkers would claim credit for this momentous discovery? None of them.      

Why would the reigning genius of his day hide his manuscripts and barely mention their conclusions and back away in horror from what was arguably the greatest logical insight in the history of science? Why would the respected head of a European university face confusion and ridicule when trying to publish the same discovery? And why would a promising young army engineer find the secret and then retire, trying not to think about it anymore?      

This bizarre true story of reluctant discovery recounts the little-known tale of the strangely parallel, triumphant, and tragic lives of János Bolyai, Carl Friedrich Gauss, and Nikolai Lobachevsky. It examines a world of science in which the objective quest for new truth is inhibited by blind adherence to an old, unproven postulate—mainly because of fear that, if it were untrue, everything that was known about geometry, nature, and the universe itself would have to change.       

Even more surprising is the story of an eighteenth-century priest who, in an attempt to illustrate the absurdity of a world without the fifth postulate, stumbled upon and described non-Euclidian geometry without ever having understood the importance of what he had found. You'll also meet the mathematician who spent much of his life searching for a proof to the postulate, only to discover that his close friend Gauss had discarded it years before but had never told him.      

Packed with fascinating anecdotes and insights, as well as crystal-clear explanations of complex mathematical concepts, The Fifth Postulate is compelling reading for anyone interested in the history of science and mathematics and the politics of discovery. It is also a chilling cautionary tale about the fragility of truth whose lessons are as pertinent today as they were two centuries ago.    

       About the Author
   

Jason Socrates Bardi, author of The Calculus Wars, holds master's degrees in both science writing and molecular biophysics from Johns Hopkins University.      
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Alfresco 3 Business SolutionsPackt Publishing, 2011

	Alfresco is a renowned and multiple award-winning open source Enterprise Content Management System that allows you to build, design, and implement your very own ECM solutions. It offers much more advanced and cutting-edge features than its commercial counterparts with its modularity and scalability. If you are looking for quick and effective...


		

SharePoint 2010 Development with Silverlight (Microsoft .Net Development Series)Addison Wesley, 2011

	This book is for every SharePoint developer who wants to build state-of-the-art solutions with Silverlight—within the enterprise, for consulting clients, or for commercial sale.


	 


	Developers increasingly want to build rich applications that run in the...


		

Theory of Neural Information Processing SystemsOxford University Press, 2005
Theory of Neural Information Processing Systems provides an explicit, coherent, and up-to-date account of the modern theory of neural information processing systems. It has been carefully developed for graduate students from any quantitative discipline, including mathematics, computer science, physics, engineering or biology, and has been...




	

Database Programming Languages: 11th International Symposium, DBPL 2007, Vienna, Austria, September 23-24, 2007Springer, 2007
This volume contains the proceedings of the 11th International Symposium on Database Programming Languages (DBPL 2007), held in Vienna, Austria, on September 23–24, 2007. DBPL 2007 was one of 15 meetings co-located with VLDB (the International Conference on Very Large Data Bases).

DBPL continues to present the very best work at the...

		

Russian Avant-Garde (Art of Century)Parkstone Press, 2007

	The Russian Avant-Garde was born at the turn of the 20th century in pre-revolutionary Russia. Intellectual and cultural turmoil had then reached a peak and provided fertile soil for the formation of the movement. For many artists influenced by European art, the movement represented a way of liberating themselves from the social and aesthetic...

		

Early Detection and Management of Mental DisordersJohn Wiley & Sons, 2005
A common theme in the recent literature on most mental disorders is that
they often remain undetected and untreated for quite a long time, not rarely
for several years, after the occurrence of their first manifestations. For some
disorders – namely bipolar disorder, schizophrenia and some anxiety
disorders – clinical...
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