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Why do the stars shine? What happens when you fall into a black hole? What’s the Moon made of? Is Pluto a planet or not? Does extraterrestrial life exist? How old is Earth? Can humans live in outer space? What is a quasar? How did the universe begin? How will it end? When it comes to the cosmos, it seems like everyone has a thousand questions.

Well, you’re in luck—this book has a thousand answers.

Actually, it contains more than a thousand answers to more than a thousand questions about the universe and how it works. These pages contain far more, though, than a mere compilation of facts and figures. Together, these questions and answers tell the story of astronomy—of the cosmos and its contents, and of humanity’s efforts throughout history to unlock its secrets and solve its mysteries.

Since the dawn of civilization, people have tried to understand the objects in the heavens—what they are, how they move, and why. At first, it was a total mystery; our ancient ancestors created myths and stories, and ascribed supernatural qualities to the stars and planets. Slowly, they learned that the heavens and its contents were natural, not supernatural, and that everyone, not just a privileged few, could understand them. Slowly, the science of astronomy was born.

What is science? It sure isn’t a bunch of facts in a big thick book that old folks in lab coats think you should memorize, regurgitate, and forget. Science is a process of asking questions and seeking answers by weighing the facts, making educated guesses, and then testing those guesses with predictions, experiments, and observations. That’s what this book is all about: the unquenchable impulse to ask questions and seek answers. You’ll read about the questions that were asked, the people who asked them, how they tried to find the answers, and what they discovered in the process. We owe what we know about the universe to the tireless work of those questioners—those men and women who laid the foundation of astronomy, who searched at the frontiers of knowledge.
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Rick Gallaher's MPLS Training Guide: Building Multi Protocol Label Switching NetworksSyngress Publishing, 2003
Many large to mid-size enterprise and private networks are examining the benefits of MPLS. The biggest benefit of migrating to MPLS is the savings that it promises through convergence and additional services. MPLS offers the ability to construct a scalable network that can handle data, voice, and video conferencing. The cry from CTOs around the...
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The Art of Mastering Sales ManagementCRC Press, 2009

	If you believe that the answer no is but a request for more information and understand that the best closing questions are rhetorical, you understand the basic art of sales. If you can teach that art to others, you have the makings of a good sales manager. But not all good sales managers are equal; some are forward thinking enough to...
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Advances in Ubiquitous Computing: Future Paradigms and DirectionsIGI Global, 2008
The development and availability of new computing and communication devices, and the increased connectivity between these devices, thanks to wired and wireless networks, are enabling new opportunities for people to perform their operations anywhere and anytime. This technological expansion has developed a multitude of challenges that demand further...
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MCTS Self-Paced Training Kit (Exam 70-640): Configuring Windows Server 2008 Active DirectoryMicrosoft Press, 2008
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
Your 2-in-1 SELF-PACED TRAINING KIT features official exam prep and practice for the skills measured by Exam 70-640.

Announcing an all-new SELF-PACED...
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Management of the Object-oriented Development ProcessIdea Group Publishing, 2005
Dilemmas involving notation, project planning, project management, and activity
workflow pervade the world of software development. Object-orientation
provides an elegant language for framing such problems, and powerful
tools for resolving them.

In this book, we have brought together a collection of presentations,...
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Four Short Courses on Harmonic Analysis: Wavelets, Frames, Time-Frequency Methods, and Applications to Signal and Image AnalysisBirkhauser, 2009
This state-of-the-art textbook examines four research directions in harmonic analysis and features some of the latest applications in the field, including cosmic microwave background analysis, human cortex image denoising, and wireless communication. The work is the first one that combines spline theory (from a numerical or...
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