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The thrill is gone.

You are in the first seat of the intergalactic thrill ride of your
life—you got on expecting a few twists and turns; the attendant
locked you in the seat; and now your neck hurts, your hands grip
the rail, pieces of clothing and popcorn boxes are flying by, and
you’ve had enough, you want to get off. But the attendant won’t hit
the stop switch, and you and a few remaining ticket holders are
hurled along at hundreds of miles per hour, until gravity slows the
car to a full stop and you stagger off to solid ground.

When manufacturing and supply chain managers experience
the losses and chaos of a big economic shift, their hearts stop, even
when they knew the next big “adjustment” was coming. But it’s the
tectonic power of the Internet that has made the enormous shockwaves
inescapably stronger and more immediate. Even managers
in predictably cyclic industries, such as holiday toys, know that although
good planning helps to soften the blows, bad news travels
at nanosecond speed down an integrated supply chain. It is easier
(and faster) to ramp up than to turn off the machines.

Cisco, for example, which is a model of planned outsourcing
over global supply networks, shocked the market with a wash of
red ink “adjustments.” Other high-tech producers push inventory
and capacity responsibilities back onto suppliers as they struggle
for a foothold during big swings. Book publishers, automobile
manufacturers, appliance producers, retail, and even some pharmaceuticals
continue to wrestle for control as violent demand
swings jerk them up and down. Second- and third-tier suppliers,
the small- and medium-size companies whose growth rates have
enriched our economy for years, have had the life squeezed out of
them by their bigger customers. Life has gotten ugly out on the periphery
of the supply chain, and we have no idea when the ride will
stop.
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iSCSI: The Universal Storage ConnectionAddison Wesley, 2002
iSCSI: The Universal Storage Connection is an informative overview and in-depth guide to the emerging iSCSI standard, the technology that enables data storage, access, and management over networks, intranets, and the Internet. The iSCSI protocol reduces the total cost of ownership of shared storage solutions and enables an...
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Silicone Composite Insulators: Materials, Design, Applications (Power Systems)Springer, 2012

	Composite insulators have been in service in electric power networks successfully for more than 40 years, and now up to the highest operating voltages. The present book extensively covers such insulators with a special focus on today’s prevalent material, which is silicone rubber. It includes a detailed description of the electrical and...
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Unix Power Tools, Third EditionO'Reilly, 2002
With the growing popularity of Linux and the advent of Darwin, Unix has metamorphosed into something new and exciting. No longer perceived as a difficult operating system, more and more users are discovering the advantages of Unix for the first time. But whether you are a newcomer or a Unix power user, you'll find yourself thumbing through the...
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Power Electronics Handbook (Academic Press Series in Engineering)Academic Press, 2001
The purpose of Power Electronics Handbook is to provide a reference that is both concise and useful for engineering students and practicing professionals. It is designed to cover a wide range of topics that make up the field of power electronics in a well-organized and highly informative manner. The Handbook is a careful blend of both traditional...
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Making Sense of Agile Project Management: Balancing Control and AgilityJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	The book is intended to provide a much deeper understanding of agile principles, methodologies, and practices to enable project managers to develop a more agile approach and understand how to blend and tailor agile and traditional principles, methodologies, and practices to create an appropriate balance of control and agility to fit a...
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Managing IP Networks: Challenges and Opportunities (IEEE Press Series on Network Management)John Wiley & Sons, 2003
An essential resource on the future of IP networks    

Everyone agrees that Internet Protocol (IP) has played and will play a major role in the evolution of networks and services. The exact nature and scope of that role, however, remains a point of discussion.  Assembling the foremost experts in their respective fields, editors Salah...
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