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	The Nine Numbers of the Cosmos, 9780198504443 (0198504446), Oxford University Press, 1999
"Drawing upon Descartes's saying, 'What do I know?' Rowan-Robinson asks what we know about the universe. In answer, he has come up with nine numbers that summarize our current understanding of the cosmos. . . . The numbers Rowan-Robinson presents are grounded in scientific research, although more than a little speculation was used in deriving a couple of them. . . . His nine numbers relate to the density of baryonic matter, the anisotropy of the universe, the Hubble constant, the age of the universe, the temperature of the microwave background, the densities of cold dark matter and hot dark matter, the cosmological constant and the star formation history of the universe. . . . Readers should gain an excellent understanding of what we currently know about the universe and the techniques through which we have acquired that knowledge. . . . The book is a good summary and will make a useful addition to general science collections."--Publishers Weekly

       How old is the universe? What do the atoms in our bodies, our very existence, tell us about the history of the universe? How heavy is the vacuum? How do galaxies form? Michael Rowan-Robinson answers these questions and encapsulates all that modern astronomy has discovered about the universe around nine numbers. His motto is Montaigne's "What do I know?" And the reader emerges with a genuine feel for what we do really know about the universe and also what we do not.
   Only one of the nine numbers is known with real precision, while four of them are not known at all. Complicated ideas like the origin of the elements, the General Theory of Relativity, quantum theory, and the standard model of particle physics, ideas that constitute modern cosmology, are explained in a simple way. Speculative ideas like inflation, Theories of Everything, strings and superstrings, are also in this book, but they are treated with a refreshing skepticism.
   Although most of what we know has been learned during the twentieth century, Rowan-Robinson gives an historical perspective and honors the achievements of the Greeks, renaissance astronomers, and the age of Newton. He ends the book with an analysis of the future, predicting that with the advent of the MAP and PLANCK-Surveyor space missions, the Large Hadron Collider, and other planned experiments, all nine numbers will be accurately known by 2015. However, he stresses that many questions and mysteries will remain, and the book concludes with the idea that the origin of the Big Bang will remain a mystery in 2100 and perhaps even in the year 3000.     

       Michael Rowan-Robinson is Professor of Astrophysics, and Head of the Astrophysics Group, at Imperial College, London.  He is an internationally recognized expert on observational cosmology and his book.  The Cosmological Distance Scale is generally regarded as a classic.  He leads several  major international collaborations in infrared and submillimetre astronomy, including a European Commission Training and Mobility Network.  He has served on numerous advisory bodies for ground-based and space astronomy both in the UK and abroad. He received a NASA Public Service award for his work  on the IRAS mission.
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Handbook of Industrial and Hazardous Wastes TreatmentCRC Press, 2004


	Environmental managers, engineers, and scientists who have had experience with

	industrial and hazardous waste management problems have noted the need for a

	handbook that is comprehensive in its scope, directly applicable to daily waste

	management problems of specific industries, and widely acceptable by practicing

	environmental...

		

Multiple Sclerosis Rehabilitation: From Impairment to Participation (Rehabilitation Science in Practice Series)CRC Press, 2012

	"MS is always in the back of your mind. If there is something you want to do, you always wonder if the MS will allow you do to it."

	—Darlene, living with MS for 22 years


	Living with multiple sclerosis (MS) is challenging and multidimensional. MS pervades all aspects of life: one’s body becomes...


		

Intelligible Universe: An Overview of the Last Thirteen Billion YearsWorld Scientific Publishing, 2008

	This interesting book reviews WMAP s main results (2003) and discusses in detail how the accurate qualitative results for the age of the universe and the Hubble constant were anticipated in an article published five years before in Acta Cosmologica, Krakow. In the final chapter on Cosmic Numbers , it is shown that, as a result of the...





	

Solaris 10 System Administration Exam Prep™Que, 2005
The Solaris 10 System Administrator Certification Exam Prep 2 is the ideal book for both new and seasoned system administrators. This book will give you the insight you need into the newest certification exams for system administrators, the 310-200 and the 310-202. It offers classroom-style...


		

Business Strategies for the Next-Generation Network (Informa Telecoms & Media)Auerbach Publications, 2006
Carriers and service providers have united around the concept of the Next-Generation Network (NGN).  Although leveraging a broad basket of Internet technologies, the NGN is not being planned as the next-generation Internet. In its intention and architecture, it is more accurately described as Broadband-ISDN release 2.0.  The NGN is hard to...


		

Running Mainframe z on Distributed Platforms: How to Create Robust Cost-Efficient Multiplatform z EnvironmentsApress, 2014

	Running Mainframe z on Distributed Platforms reveals alternative techniques not covered by IBM for creatively adapting and enhancing multi-user IBM zPDT environments so that they are more friendly, stable, and reusable than those envisaged by IBM. The enhancement processes and methodologies taught in this book yield multiple...
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