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During its brief existence Wikipedia has proved astonishingly successful. Its 2.8 million articles (in English alone) are available freely to all with access to the internet. The on-line encyclopaedia can be seen as the 21st century's version of earlier historical attempts to gather the world's knowledge into one place. This unique book first offers a description of some of these earlier attempts. The author discusses five historical groups or communities of practice, all of which had similar ambitions to Wikipedia to make an impact on the society of their time through the dissemination of information. The second part is an analysis of Wikipedia itself, and the third part contains suggestions about how to approach it, how to contribute to it and what one might gain from it. Writing in an accessible style the author takes a socio-historical approach and argues that by looking at communities of practice in the past we can come to understand the radical, even political, nature of Wikipedia.  The book will have a broad appeal to anyone interested in the development of this unique project, including information management professionals but also historians, sociologists, educators and students.







	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Elements of Modern X-ray Physics]

Elements of Modern X-ray PhysicsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	Eagerly awaited, this second edition of a best-selling textcomprehensively describes from a modern perspective the basics ofx-ray physics as well as the completely new opportunities offeredby synchrotron radiation. Written by internationally acclaimedauthors, the style of the book is to develop the basic physicalprinciples without obscuring...
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Cured of Cancer: From childhood to adulthood quality of Survival (Uva Proefschriften)Amsterdam University Press, 2003


	Over the past decades, paediatric oncologists, paediatric oncology nurses and

	other health-care professionals caring for children with cancer have witnessed

	profound changes in the nature of their practice. Whereas care of the child with

	cancer was 30 or 35 years ago a matter of controlling pain and keeping the child

	as...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Agile Processes in Software Engineering and Extreme Programming]

Agile Processes in Software Engineering and Extreme ProgrammingSpringer, 2012

	This book contains the refereed proceedings of the 13th International Conference on Agile Software Development, XP 2012, held in Malmö, Sweden, in May 2011. In the last decade, we have seen agile and lean software development strongly influence the way software is developed. Agile and lean software development has moved from being a way...
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iOS Development using MonoTouch CookbookPackt Publishing, 2011


	Technology is advancing quite rapidly. Portable devices, such as media players, smartphones, and tablets, have brought huge advancements and changes in the way people communicate, share, and consume digital content. Developers need to be up-to-date with the available platforms these devices work on, if they want to be "part of the...
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Mathematical Foundations of System Safety Engineering: A Road Map for the FutureSpringer, 2019

	
		This graduate-level textbook elucidates low-risk and fail-safe systems in mathematical detail.  It addresses, in particular, problems where mission-critical performance is paramount, such as in aircraft, missiles, nuclear reactors and weapons, submarines, and many other types of systems where “failure” can result in...
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CompTIA A+ Complete Lab ManualSybex, 2012

	Boost your understanding of CompTIA A+ exam principles with practical, real-world exercises


	Designed to complement CompTIA A+ Complete Study Guide, this hands-on companion book takes you step by step through the tasks a PC technician is likely to face on any given day. It supports the theory explained in the test-prep...
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