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	As the twenty-first century begins, the United States has emerged as not only the most powerful nation on earth, but also by far the most religiously diverse nation ever. Several thousand distinct religious communities live side-by-side in relative harmony, and in any urban area it is not unusual to see a Catholic church down the street from a Buddhist temple and sharing the block with a Jewish synagogue. Not far away may be a Shi’a Muslim mosque, a Hindu temple, or an occult/New Age bookstore; while walking the streets, one could find some Latter-Day Saint missionaries and a team of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Quietly worshiping in nearby apartments might be a coven of neopagan Wiccans or a Christian commune.


	To some extent, the United States is a Protestant nation, and the combined membership of the several Baptist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Holiness, Methodist, Pentecostal, Presbyterian, and other Protestant churches still collectively constitutes around half of the American public. But whereas at one time they had a dominating presence among America’s religious, they now share the landscape with a thousand competing religious communities that represent the spectrum of the world’s religions. A variety of images have been used to express this diversity, among the best being that of a large mosaic, in which a beautiful picture has been created from bits of tile. In the finished picture, each piece of tile retains its individuality completely. Some colors dominate, but all of the pieces are necessary to the completed product. But it is the duty of the art historian to step back and see the total picture that has been created by the coming together in the shared space of the diverse elements.


	American Religions: An Illustrated History is a brief summary of how we have arrived at this most interesting development in the human drama. The story begins at the end of the fifteenth century when Europeans discovered the continent and made their initial contacts with the more than 500 different peoples that inhabited it. There was already great diversity among the Native Americans, and the Europeans injected the different varieties of Christianity and Judaism. Here our story really begins and unfolds as the new settlers conquered the land, pushed aside its original inhabitants, and created a new society that we like to think of as the greatest nation on earth. Any account of the mosaic necessarily requires both a perspective and a considerable amount of interpretation.
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Digital Food PhotographyCourse Technology PTR, 2005
Great food always elicits strong reactions?the smell of freshly baked bread, the taste of a perfectly prepared steak. The job of a food photographer is to elicit that same mouth-watering reaction, but without the benefit of scent or taste. A well-shot photograph can send crowds flocking to a new restaurant or boost the sales of a culinary magazine....
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The Definitive Guide to Building Java RobotsApress, 2005

	If you want off-the-shelf robot components, free software, and development tools, this is the book for you. You can download all the software—it’s GPL (General Public License) or Apache License—and you can purchase the components from your favorite robot supplier and/or hobby shop. The following sections outline the...
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How Math Can Save Your Life: (And Make You Rich, Help You Find The One, and Avert Catastrophes)John Wiley & Sons, 2010

	How to make lots of money, keep yourself safe, and even save the world-all by using a little simple math


	Forget the dull, boring math you learned in school. This book shows you the powerful things math can do for you, with applications no teacher ever taught you in algebra class. How can you make money off credit card companies?...
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Apple Device Management: A Unified Theory of Managing Macs, iPads, iPhones, and AppleTVsApress, 2019

	
		Working effectively with Apple platforms at a corporate or business level includes not only infrastructure, but a mode of thinking that administrators have to adopt to find success. A mode of thinking that forces you to leave 30 years of IT dogma at the door. This book is a guide through how to integrate Apple products in your...
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Mike Meyers' A+ Guide: PC Technician (Exams 220-602, 220-603 & 220-604)McGraw-Hill, 2007
Essential Skills for a Successful IT Career
Mike Meyers, the leading authority on CompTIA A+ training and certification, has helped hundreds of thousands of people master the skills covered on the CompTIA A+ exams--and now he can help you, too. Completely updated for the new CompTIA A+ standards, Mike Meyers' CompTIA...
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Atmospheric Thermodynamics: Elementary Physics and ChemistryCambridge University Press, 2009
This textbook presents a uniquely integrated approach in linking both physics and chemistry to the study of atmospheric thermodynamics. The book explains the classical laws of thermodynamics, focuses on various fluid systems, and, recognizing the increasing importance of chemistry in the meteorological and climate sciences, devotes a chapter to...
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