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	In 1983 I left the International Institute for Aerospace Survey and Earth Sciences (ITC) and went to Wageningen Agricultural University, where I took the chair of “Land Surveying and Teledetection”. Up to that time I had been active mainly in geodesy and photogrammetry, but at Wageningen it soon became clear to me that the students there were more interested in the use of spatial data, rather than in its acquisition. They were students in disciplines such as Soil Science, Forestry, Soil and Water Conservation, Hydrology, Physical Planning, and Land Use Management. They needed spatial data for inventories, for problem analysis and for project planning and design. It was also evident that they needed the thematic data provided by remote sensing rather than the exact large-scale data produced by land surveying and photogrammetry. Therefore the emphasis of the activities of my department shifted to remote sensing and spatial information processing. In the introductory courses we taught the students the elementary concepts of these disciplines and showed them how to handle the technology of image processing and GIS.


	The spatial problems that the other disciplines deal with appear to have a high level of complexity so that a straightforward application of RS and GIS technology is not sufficient, and is often not even possible. The application of modern tools requires a thorough understanding of the spatial descriptions used in these disciplines. They all deal with dynamic spatial complexes consisting of geographic objects that are spatially related and change through time due to processes acting on them. Each discipline is interested in some particular types of processes, so that the semantic aspects of the spatial descriptions differ from discipline to discipline—that is, the semantics depend on their scientific context. The structural aspects of these descriptions show strong similarities, however, and this has made it possible to develop a structural approach for spatial modelling that is relevant for a large variety of application fields.


	Over the years in Wageningen a theoretical framework developed encompassing different aspects of spatial modelling. This framework has been used to structure the series of advanced lectures for postgraduate and PhD students that have been given over many years under the title of “Geo-information Theory”. Many of these students contributed to the development of these ideas through discussions and through their thesis work, and these contributions have been of great value to me. In the thirteen years that I worked at Wageningen Agricultural University I also had many discussions with colleagues from other departments.
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Engineering Asset Management - Systems, Professional Practices and Certification: Proceedings of the 8th World Congress on Engineering Asset ... (Lecture Notes in Mechanical Engineering)Springer, 2014

	This proceeding represents state-of-the-art trends and developments in the emerging field of engineering asset management as presented at the Eight World Congress on Engineering Asset Management (WCEAM). The Proceedings of the WCEAM 2013 is an excellent reference for practitioners, researchers and students in the multidisciplinary field of...
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Recent Advances in Algorithms and CombinatoricsSpringer, 2002
From the reviews:

"Combinatorics is one of the fastest growing fields of mathematics. … From the table of contents one can see the wide range of topics covered. The authors are acknowledged researchers of the presented fields and guarantee the high quality of the volume. If you want to be up-to-date in combinatorics you should...
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Official Ubuntu Book, The (5th Edition)Prentice Hall, 2010

	Ubuntu is a complete, free operating system that emphasizes community, support, and ease of use without compromising speed, power, or flexibility. It’s Linux for human beings, designed for everyone from computer novices to experts. Ubuntu 10.04 is the latest release—more powerful, more flexible, and friendlier than ever. The...
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History, Historians, and Conservatism in Britain and America: From the Great War to Thatcher and ReaganOxford University Press, 2009
History, Historians, and Conservatism in Britain and America examines the subjects, motives, and personal and intellectual origins of conservative historians who were also successful public intellectuals. In their search for a persuasive and wide appeal, conservatives depended until at least the 1960s upon history and historians to provide...
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Family Medicine Certification Review (Lipsky, Family Medicine Certification Review)Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2007

	
		Written by family physicians, this book is a comprehensive question-and-answer review for the American Board of Family Medicine certification and recertification exams. Questions match the content, complexity, and type of questions on the exam, and fifty clinical set problems—a major portion of the exam—are included.
...
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Environmental Instrumentation and Analysis HandbookJohn Wiley & Sons, 2004


	It has been two decades since environmental science, environmental engineering,

	and environmental consulting took root as major disciplines and professions

	throughout the developed world. The learning curve has been steep as it relates

	to the previously unrecognized physics of contaminant transport. Today those

	principles are...
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