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	One of the most important things an architect can do is reflection. That is, examine
	systems, organizations, people and ask “What alternatives were considered and why
	was that particular decision made?” Thinking about the response gives an architect
	insight into the motivations and decision processes that others have used and this, in
	turn, should help the architect make better decisions in the future. A pre-requisite for
	doing this type of reflection is that the decisions and alternatives are made explicit.
	One venue that gives an architect an opportunity to do this type of reflection is during
	an architectural evaluation.Another venue is from a book such as this. This book
	lays out the design process used in building a collection of multi-agent systems.


	In addition to providing a case study of a design process and the rationale for
	the design decisions, the topic of the book also is of great interest. Systems of
	the future will increasingly have the characteristics of the autonomous systems
	described here: they are simultaneously becoming more interconnected and more
	autonomous. Think of your smart phone that is mostly connected but can operate
	many functions while it is disconnected. These systems of the future will also
	increasingly operate without central control. Again, the telephone system and how
	cellular communication is managed provides a good example of this phenomenon.


	Problems of connectivity raise issues of a node discovering that it is disconnected,
	other nodes discovering that a particular node is disconnected, how the
	node operates while it is disconnected, and reconnecting the node. The case study
	provides solutions to this problem in the context of autonomous vehicles within a
	limited geographic area. The essence of the solution provided—define the concept
	of a neighborhood for a node and treat neighboring nodes in a different fashion from
	other nodes—seems like it is more general than the particular application in the case
	study but that is still to be determined.
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Skype Me!: From Single User to Small Enterprise and BeyondSyngress Publishing, 2005
You are going to love Skype Me! From Single User to Small Enterprise and Beyond. Here’s why: Michael Gough knows his stuff. Michael has also completed a remarkably difficult project around a remarkably cool product, Skype.

Michael is a busy guy. I have no idea where he found time to write a...
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IP Telephony UnveiledCisco Press, 2004
Understand how IP telephony can change your business

This book explains four key points to help you successfully  implement your IP telephony strategy: 

	
    IP telephony works today. This is not new, unproven technology.  Thousands of customers have implemented IP...




	[image: ]	[image: ][image: MATLAB for Engineers (ESource Series)]

MATLAB for Engineers (ESource Series)Prentice Hall, 2006

	
		With a hands-on approach and focus on problem solving, this introduction to Matlab uses examples drawn from a range of engineering disciplines to demonstrate Matlab’s applications to a broad variety of problems....
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Tropical Rainforests and Agroforests under Global Change: Ecological and Socio-economic ValuationsSpringer, 2010

	Tropical rainforests are disappearing due to agricultural intensification and climate change, causing irreversible losses in biodiversity and associated ecosystem functioning. Ecosystem properties and human well-being are profoundly influenced by environmental change, which is often not considered during land use intensification....
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Practical JIRA PluginsO'Reilly, 2011

	This book is about plugins for JIRA, the popular issue tracker from Atlassian. An issue
	tracker lets people collaborate better when there are things to be done. You can use an
	issue tracker for everything from tracking bugs in software, to customer support requests,
	and beyond. Plugins extend what JIRA can do and can be developed...
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Supplement to Inside the Microsoft Build Engine: Using MSBuild and Team Foundation BuildMicrosoft Press, 2013

	
		Get the supplement that helps you drill even further into MSBuild—and maximize your control over the software build and deployment process. Designed as a companion to the popular book Inside the Microsoft Build Engine: Using MSBuild and Team Foundation Build, Second Edition, this supplement extends your knowledge by covering...
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