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	Everyone keeps data. Big organizations spend millions to look after their payroll, customer, and transaction

	data. The penalties for getting it wrong are severe: businesses may collapse, shareholders and customers lose

	money, and for many organizations (airlines, health boards, energy companies), it is not exaggerating to say that

	even personal safety may be put at risk. And then there are the lawsuits. The problems in successfully designing,

	installing, and maintaining such large databases are the subject of numerous books on data management and

	software engineering. However, many small databases are used within large organizations and also for small

	businesses, clubs, and private concerns. When these go wrong, it doesn’t make the front page of the papers; but

	the costs, often hidden, can be just as serious.





	Where do we find these smaller electronic databases? Sports clubs will have membership information and

	match results; small businesses might maintain their own customer data. Within large organizations, there will

	also be a number of small projects to maintain data information that isn’t easily or conveniently managed by the

	large system–wide databases. Researchers may keep their own experiment and survey results; groups will want

	to manage their own rosters or keep track of equipment; departments may keep their own detailed accounts and

	submit just a summary to the organization’s financial software.





	Most of these small databases are set up by end users. These are people whose main job is something other

	than that of a computer professional. They will typically be scientists, administrators, technicians, accountants, or

	teachers, and many will have only modest skills when it comes to spreadsheet or database software.





	The resulting databases often do not live up to expectations. Time and energy is expended to set up a few

	tables in a database product such as Microsoft Access, or in setting up a spreadsheet in a product such as Excel.

	Even more time is spent collecting and keying in data. But invariably (often within a short time frame) there is a

	problem producing what seems to be a quite simple report or query. Often this is because the way the tables have

	been set up makes the required result very awkward, if not impossible, to achieve.
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Uncertainty in the Electric Power Industry: Methods and Models for Decision SupportSpringer, 2004
Starting in Chile, the UK and Norway, liberalization and privatization
have been a major theme in the electricity industry during the last decade.

Through the introduction of competition and economic considerations,
governments around the world have attempted to obtain more reliable and
cheaper services for the electricity...
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Congenital Hyperinsulinism: A Practical Guide to Diagnosis and Management (Contemporary Endocrinology)Humana Press, 2019

	
		This unique book is a practical guide for the clinician faced with the challenge of diagnosing and managing neonates, infants and children with congenital hyperinsulinism (HI), within the framework of pathophysiology and molecular genetics. Major advances have been made in HI research over the past two decades, and with this better...
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Pour Your Heart Into It: How Starbucks Built a Company One Cup at a TimeHyperion, 1997

	The success of Starbucks Coffee Company is one of the most amazing business stories in decades. What started as a single store on Seattle’s waterfront has grown into a company with over sixteen hundred stores worldwide and a new one opening every single business day. Just as remarkable as this incredible growth is the fact that...
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Biological Database ModelingArtech House Publishers, 2007
Modern biological research in areas like drug discovery produces a staggering volume of data, and the right modeling tools can help scientists apply it in ways never before imaginable. This collection of next-generation biodata modeling techniques combines innovative concepts, methods, and applications with case studies in genome, microarray,...
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Geographic Information Systems DemystifiedArtech House Publishers, 2006
The field of geographic information systems (GISs) is emerging as one of today’s most exciting and progressive technical areas. GIS technology has evolved during the past four decades and is only now starting to penetrate major industry and service hubs. With such a wide array of new users, there exists not only considerable interest in GIS...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: C Programming for the PIC Microcontroller: Demystify Coding with Embedded Programming]

C Programming for the PIC Microcontroller: Demystify Coding with Embedded ProgrammingApress, 2019

	Go beyond the jigsaw approach of just using blocks of code you don’t understand and become a programmer who really understands how your code works. 
	


	
		Starting with the fundamentals on C programming, this book walks you through where the C language fits with microcontrollers. Next, you'll see how to...
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