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	Beginning T-SQL 2012 (Beginning Apress), 9781430237044 (143023704X), Apress, 2012

	I never thought I’d be writing a technical book. I have a MA in English Literature so I always pictured myself sitting in an oak paneled room surrounded by books and attentive students listening to me pontificating on the latest criticism of 19th Century novels. It didn’t take me long to realize though that path wasn’t for me and I really wasn’t cut out for a life in academia. But now I was an ex-English major working in a book store, starting a family and with little career prospects.

	

	Working in a bookstore did offer some advantages. One advantage was the easy access to technical books. I had endless access to books just like the one you are reading now. I thought to myself, why not read these books, learn from them, and try working in IT? I didn’t see a need to go back to school in order to learn IT. I had the books, I had the computer at home to work on, and I had the goal of acquiring an IT certification. I eventually passed the certification exam and soon after that I got my first break into IT working for a small consulting company.

	

	So, why does any of this matter? The point is that many, if not most, of the people working in IT today didn’t plan to be in IT. They come from a diverse background. The one thing that binds them together is their desire to learn and study to become experts in their field. They all started down the path by reading books just like the one you are holding. They made a decision to start an IT career. This is an important book because it’s the beginning. The book is the stepping stone to becoming a professional. Although it isn’t the great American novel I had hoped to someday write, it was still a pleasure and honor to have been asked by Kathi and Apress to revise it because, unlike a novel, this book has practical, real world applications. I also take pride in the fact I have given back a little for the benefits similar books have given me in the past.

	

	Enjoy the book and never stop learning.
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A Clinician's Guide to Statistics and Epidemiology in Mental Health: Measuring Truth and UncertaintyCambridge University Press, 2009
Accessible and clinically relevant, A Clinician's Guide to Statistics and Epidemiology in Mental Health describes statistical concepts in plain English with minimal mathematical content, making it perfect for the busy health professional. Using clear language in favour of complex terminology, limitations of statistical techniques are emphasized, as...

		

The Art of Agile Practice: A Composite Approach for Projects and Organizations (Advanced & Emerging Communications Technologies)Auerbach Publications, 2012

	
		The Art of Agile Practice: A Composite Approach for Projects and Organizations presents a consistent, integrated, and strategic approach to achieving "Agility" in your business. Transcending beyond Agile as a software development method, it covers the gamut of methods in an organization?including...



		

Swift Quick Syntax ReferenceApress, 2014

	Swift Quick Syntax Reference is a condensed code and syntax reference to the new Apple Swift programming language, which is the alternative new programming language alongside Objective-C behind the APIs found in the Apple iOS SDK 8 and OS X Yosemite SDK. It presents the essential Swift syntax in a well-organized format that can be...





	

A Guide To The Project Management Body Of Knowledge (PMBOK Guides)Project Management Institute, 2004
Whether you are a senior executive or a project manager, it’s your job to help your organization grow and increase its value to its stakeholders. Project management is the unique organizational competency that manages change and drives competitive advantage—with the outcome of delivering results in line with corporate strategy. A...


		

Migrating to Swift from Flash and ActionScriptApress, 2016

	Build on your knowledge of ActionScript to take the fast track developing iOS apps with Apple’s latest language, Swift. Swift’s syntax is easier to understand than Objective-C for people already familiar with ActionScript. At the same time it offers a number of new features and richer expressiveness than both ActionScript and...

		

Corporate Portals Empowered with XML and Web ServicesDigital Press, 2002
Following the humbling of the “dot.coms” it is well implemented corporate  portals that are ushering in a new and prosperous era of e-business.  Corporate Portals Empowered with XML and Web Services provides decision  makers with a clear and concise explanation of what portals are all about why  you really need a portal...
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