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	By the time you’re reading this in a bookstore, BizTalk will have celebrated its tenth birthday. Over the past decade, there have been seven releases of Microsoft’s enterprise integration server, and it has become the most broadly deployed integration middleware technology in the industry, with over 10,000 customers worldwide. BizTalk as a product line has matured tremendously during this period, expanding beyond its simple roots in Enterprise Application Integration (EAI) to add in capabilities around business-to-business integration, business rules, business activity monitoring, legacy integration, RFID event processing, and more.


	But why does middleware like this have such staying power? You’d think that newer advances in technology like web services, SOA, and software as a service (SaaS) would render applications much more inherently interoperable and that the pain and complexity of systems integration would be a thing of the past. If you believe that, I have a bridge in Brooklyn that I can sell you!


	The truth is that enterprises of all sizes still experience tremendous cost and complexity when extending and customizing their applications. Given the recent constraints of the economy, IT departments must increasingly find new ways to do more with less, which means finding less expensive ways to develop new capabilities that meet the needs of the business. At the same time, the demands of business users are ever increasing; environments of great predictability and stability have given way to business conditions that are continually changing, with shorter windows of opportunity and greater impacts of globalization and regulation. These factors all put tremendous stress on IT departments to find new ways to bridge the demanding needs of the users and businesses with the reality of their packaged applications.


	This leads back to the reason why middleware—certainly not sexy as technologies go—continues to deliver tremendous value to both businesses and IT departments. As the technology’s name suggests, it sits in the middle between the applications you use and the underlying infrastructure; this enables IT departments to continue to innovate at the infrastructure level with shifts like many-core processing, virtualization, and cloud computing. Instead of having to continue to continually rewrite your LOB applications to tap into infrastructure advances, you can depend on middleware to provide a higher level of abstraction, so you can focus your efforts on writing the business logic, not plumbing code. Using middleware also helps future-proof your applications, so that even as you move ahead to the nextgeneration development tools and platforms (including the current trends toward composite applications and platforms as a service), you can still leverage the existing investments you’ve made over the years.


	So, in the decade ahead, middleware will be more important and relevant than ever before. In this book, you’ll learn practical tips and tricks, regardless of whether you are new to integration middleware and want to pick up the fundamentals of BizTalk or an experienced middleware developer wanting to stay current on the latest new features being released in BizTalk Server 2010.


	If only all birthdays were as kind to us! Let’s raise a toast to BizTalk and wish it a happy birthday; and then it’s time to get back to the business of integrating applications and connecting end-to-end business processes.
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Second-Generation HTS ConductorsSpringer, 2004
The discovery of high temperature superconductors (HTS) in 1986 by two IBM
scientists led to an unprecedented explosion of research and development efforts
world-wide because of the significant potential for practical applications offered by
these materials. However, the early euphoria created by the exciting prospects was...
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Windows Installation and Update TroubleshootingApress, 2016

	Understand, troubleshoot and repair issues with local Windows installations, automating the OS deployment and configuring updates via WSUS and Windows Intune. When tasked with deploying Windows operating systems, there can seem to be an overwhelming amount of tools and techniques to learn to master this process. Whether you are installing a...
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Applied Mathematics and Scientific Computing: International Conference on Advances in Mathematical Sciences, Vellore, India, December 2017 - Volume II (Trends in Mathematics)Birkhauser, 2019

	
		This volume is the first of two containing selected papers from the International Conference on Advances in Mathematical Sciences (ICAMS), held at the Vellore Institute of Technology in December 2017.  This meeting brought together researchers from around the world to share their work, with the aim of promoting collaboration as a...





	[image: ][image: Online Dating as A Strategic Game: Why and How Men in Hong Kong Use QQ to Chase Women in Mainland China]

Online Dating as A Strategic Game: Why and How Men in Hong Kong Use QQ to Chase Women in Mainland ChinaSpringer, 2013

	Based on a study using online ethnography as the major research method, this book explains why and how men in Hong Kong use QQ—an online instant messenger—to “chase” women in mainland China, especially in the neighboring city of Shenzhen. Chasing women through QQ is a reciprocal exchange process during which the...
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Pharmaceutical Data Mining: Approaches and Applications for Drug DiscoveryJohn Wiley & Sons, 2009

	Leading experts illustrate how sophisticated computational data mining techniques can impact contemporary drug discovery and development


	In the era of post-genomic drug development, extracting and applying knowledge from chemical, biological, and clinical data is one of the greatest challenges facing the pharmaceutical industry....
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Biological Basis of Geriatric Oncology (Cancer Treatment and Research)Springer, 2004
Biological Basis of Geriatric Oncology highlights research issues that are specific to geriatric oncology in the field of carcinogenesis and cancer prevention and treatment, based on the biologic interactions of cancer and age. It illustrates the benefit of the principles of geriatrics in the management of cancer in the older individual.
This...
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