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	Welcome to Blender For Dummies, 2nd Edition, your introduction to one of the most well-known free programs for creating 3D computer graphics. With Blender, you can create characters, props, environments, and nearly anything else your imagination can generate. You can then take those creations and use them in Blender to tell a story in an animation, entertain people in a video game, or add a special effect to some video footage. And with the most recent updates to Blender’s user interface, many of these tasks are even easier for beginners to get started with. They still haven’t quite designed a way for Blender to give you a foot massage if you’ve had a bad day, but in all seriousness, it’s difficult to imagine a task in computer animation that you can’t do with Blender. And just think: The developers of Blender have included all these features in a roughly 22MB package you can download for free. Crazy!


	Blender sits at a very unique position in the world of 3D computer graphics. In the past, to get into 3D modeling and animation, you had only a few options, and most of them were too expensive, too limiting, or — ahem — too illegal for people just trying to see what this whole 3D thing was all about. Blender circumvents all those issues because it’s free. A world full of developers and users constantly contribute to, adding enhancements and improvements at a mind-boggling pace. In the relatively short period of time since the first edition of this book hit shelves, Blender has had enough changes that, superficially, it barely resembles the program I wrote about just two years ago. Fortunately, under the hood, it still looks and behaves like the Blender we love — just better.


	Of course, 3D computer graphics is a complex topic, and all software of this type is dense with buttons, options, settings, and unique ways of working. Perhaps more than any other program like it, Blender carries a pretty heavy reputation for being difficult to understand. Blender isn’t typically viewed as software for beginners. But, if I’ve done my job right, this book will help simplify things. Blender For Dummies, 2nd Edition is not just a book on using Blender. Sure, I explain why things in Blender work in their peculiar Blenderish ways, but I also make a point to explain core principles of 3D computer graphics as they are relevant. There’s no use in being able to find a button if you’re not really sure what it does or how it works. My hope is that with this combined knowledge, you can actually take advantage of Blender’s unique traits to create your own high-quality 3D art as quickly and efficiently as possible. Perhaps you can even become as addicted to it as I am!
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Beginning Ubuntu Linux: From Novice to ProfessionalApress, 2006
Linux has come a long way in a short time. Computing itself is still relatively young by any standard; if the era of modern computing started with the invention of the microchip, it’s still less than 50 years old. But Linux is a youngster compared even to this; it has been around for only 15 of those years.

In that brief time span,...
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A+ Certification BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2001
A business runs on its software, which means that it's possible  to make a very nice living by maintaining the hardware that enables  business software to go. The CompTIA A+ professional certification is  the generally recognized token of accomplishment in the areas of  Intel-compatible hardware configuration and the hardware-related parts  of the...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Multivariate Statistical Quality Control Using R (SpringerBriefs in Statistics)]

Multivariate Statistical Quality Control Using R (SpringerBriefs in Statistics)Springer, 2012

	The intensive use of automatic data acquisition system and the use of cloud computing for process monitoring have led to an increased occurrence of industrial processes that utilize statistical process control and capability analysis. These analyses are performed almost exclusively with multivariate methodologies. The aim of this Brief is to...
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HTML 4.01 Weekend Crash CourseJohn Wiley & Sons, 2000
Get up to Speed on HTML 4.01 — in a Weekend!
    The big day is Monday. The day you get to show off what you know about building Web pages with HTML. The problem is, you're not really up to speed. Maybe it's been a while since you used HTML. Or maybe you just like a challenge. In any event, we've got a solution for you...
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Getting Started with OpenVMS System Management (HP Technologies)Digital Press, 2003
Getting Started with OpenVMS System Management gives new VMS system  managers a jumpstart in managing this powerful and reliable operating system.  Dave Miller describes the essentials of what an OpenVMS System Manager will have  to manage. He defines areas of OpenVMS System Management and describes why each  is important and how it...
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Introduction to Forensic DNA Evidence for Criminal Justice ProfessionalsCRC Press, 2013

	The use of DNA profiling in forensic cases has been considered the most innovative technique in forensic science since fingerprinting, yet for those with limited scientific knowledge, understanding DNA enough to utilize it properly can be a daunting task. Introduction to Forensic DNA Evidence for Criminal Justice Professionals is...
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