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The phrase “computer science” is still, in some circles, battling for acceptance. Some
people, not necessarily antagonistic to computers, consider it an illegitimate merger of
two disconnected ideas (much as I feel myself about the phrase “computer literacy”). They
don’t see where the science comes in; what is taught in computer science departments is
mostly how-to tricks of the trade, comparable to medical or legal training. Such training is
valuable to the individual and to society, but the trainees are not learning to be scientists.

My own feeling is that there is some truth on both sides. There some science
in computer science. Abelson and Sussman, in Structure and Interpretation of Computer Programs
use the words “complexity” and “process” to explain what it is that computer
scientists study. A process need not take place inside a computer, but it happens that
computer processes are particularly amenable to formal study and they shed light on the
idea of process in general. On the other hand, Abelson and Sussman are exceptional.
A great deal of what is called computer science is much more a matter of programming
techniques; many computer science students are first offered courses in several different
programming languages and then taught specific techniques for particular problem
domains, like graphics or data base systems or compiler construction. And many students
who find themselves in computer science departments because they love programming
computers are impatient with theory and weak in mathematical sophistication. Such
students are perfectly satisfied with the how-to approach. (I don’t mean this as an insult.
I have in mind some excellent students I’ve taught who are brilliant programmers, very
intelligent people, but happen not to have a theoretical bent.)
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R Reference Manual: Base Package, Vol. 1Network Theory, 2003

	This manual is the first volume of the reference documentation for R, a powerful free environment for statistical computing and graphics. The main commands of the base package of R are described in this volume. A second companion volume "The R Reference Manual - Base Package - Volume 2" (ISBN 0-9546120-1-9) covers the R commands for...
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Mastering VMware vSphere 5.5Sybex, 2013

	The 2013 edition of the bestselling vSphere book on the market


	Virtualization remains the hottest trend in the IT world, and VMware vSphere is the industry's most widely deployed virtualization solution. The demand for IT professionals skilled in virtualization and cloud-related technologies is great and expected to keep...
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Software Architecture: 2nd European Workshop, EWSA 2005, Pisa, Italy, June 13-14, 2005, ProceedingsSpringer, 2005
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 2nd European Workshop on Software Architecture, EWSA 2004, held in Pisa, Italy in June 2005. The 12 revised full research papers, one revised case study, and four revised position papers presented together with one invited presentation on ongoing European projects on software architectures were...
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Gas Installation TechnologyJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	This book aims to cover all areas of the gas industry that the operative is likely to encounter. It has purposely grouped together all the various aspects of gas work to include natural gas and LPG with domestic and commercial installations. This may seem strange to some, but it overcomes the problem of repeating topics and cross-checking and...
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Decision Support Systems for Business IntelligenceJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	Praise for the First Edition


	"This is the most usable decision support systems text. [i]t is far better than any other text in the field" —Computing Reviews


	Computer-based systems known as decision support systems (DSS) play a vital role in helping professionals across various fields of practice...
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Windows 8.1 BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2014

	Welcome to Windows 8.1 Bible. If you’re familiar with Windows, you might know that the Windows operating system has existed for over two decades. In that time, it has transformed in many ways as computer hardware has changed dramatically.

	

	Windows 8.1 is the latest edition in the Windows family and builds on the...
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