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	Courts are governmental institutions that serve important functions for society, including dispute processing, policymaking, and the enforcement of rules. Courts have a profound effect on people within their jurisdiction, especially individuals subjected to a civil lawsuit or a criminal prosecution. When legal cases proceed through the court system to reach the trial stage—the most elaborate and expensive court process—average citizens can be involved as litigants, jurors, and consumers of news media coverage. Despite their importance, courts are often shrouded in mystery because their proceedings are controlled by specially trained professionals; much about their operations is not understood by the public. Courts seem familiar to people, especially in the United States, where many TV shows portray dramatic stories of lawyers and judges. However, the public image of courts and trials often fails to capture the details, controversies, and developments that shape the manner in which courts affect people’s lives.


	Courts are not static institutions. They evolve and change as officials make new decisions about how judicial institutions and processes can be reformed to fulfill society’s needs. These decisions often require difficult choices from among options that emerge during debates about controversial questions. Many of these questions are not easy to evaluate: Are average citizens capable of being good decisionmakers on juries? Should poor people have greater access than they currently have to legal processes and professional representation? Should judges use their own discretion in determining sentences for criminal offenders? Can disputes be handled more effectively through processes, such as mediation and arbitration, that are different than traditional adversarial trials? Debates over the best ways to shape courts and trials are important because of the impact these institutions and processes have on public policy and the lives of individual citizens.


	America has a long history of sensationalized trials and infamous lawyers and judges, but what is the truth about how our system of jurisprudence really works? Courts and Trials: A Reference Handbook makes the subject accessible by presenting an overview of the organization of courts and procedures used in criminal and civil cases, with special emphasis on contemporary developments.


	The book analyzes specific issues: methods of selecting judges, the capacity of citizen-jurors to make appropriate decisions, cameras in the courtroom, "three strikes" laws, and the prosecution of juveniles as adults. The discussions illuminate competing perspectives on controversies that influence new initiatives and reforms affecting courts and their operations.
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Software Design for Six Sigma: A Roadmap for ExcellenceJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	Information technology (IT) quality engineering and quality improvement methods
	are constantly getting more attention from world corporate leaders, all levels of
	management, design engineers, and academia. This trend can be seen easily by the
	widespread of “Six Sigma” initiatives in many Fortune IT 500 companies. For a
	Six...
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Telecommunications Optimization: Heuristic and Adaptive TechniquesJohn Wiley & Sons, 2000
Each of us is interested in optimization, and telecommunications. Via several meetings,
conferences, chats, and other opportunities, we have discovered these joint interests and
decided to put together this book.
It certainly wasn’t easy. What made it difficult is partly the reason for this book in the
first place: things...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Programmable Controllers: Theory and Implementation]

Programmable Controllers: Theory and ImplementationIndustrial Press, 1997

	Since the first edition of this book in 1988, the capabilities of programmable

	logic controllers have grown by leaps and bounds. Likewise, the applications

	of PLCs have grown with them. In fact, in today’s increasingly computercontrolled

	environment, it is almost impossible to find a technical industry

	that does not use...
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Virtualization of Universities: Digital Media and the Organization of Higher Education Institutions (Innovation, Technology, and Knowledge Management)Springer, 2011

	The purpose of this volume is to shape conceptual tools to understand the impact of new information and communication technologies (ICTs) on the organization of universities. Traditional research-based universities, the most typical representatives of the higher education system, find themselves challenged by the speed and the wide range of...
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Mike Meyers' A+ Guide: Essentials (Exam 220-601)McGraw-Hill, 2007
The logo of the CompTIA Authorized Quality Curriculum (CAQC) program and the status of this or other training material as “Authorized” under the CompTIA Authorized Quality Curriculum program signifies that, in CompTIA’s opinion, such training material covers the content of CompTIA’s related certification exam.

The...
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Search Engine Optimization: An Hour a DaySybex, 2008
Influence search engine results and bring targeted traffic to your website in just an hour day with the second edition of this bestselling SEO guide, Search Engine Optimization: An Hour a Day. Drawing on years of experience as successful SEO consultants, Jennifer Grappone and Gradiva Couzin provide detailed, practical, and often...
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