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Domesday Book is the oldest and most precious of the public records, but historians still disagree on its purpose. In arguing that the writing of Domesday Book was no part of the Domesday survey, this book proposed a solution to a riddle that will change our perception of the Norman Conquest and Norman kingship.

EVERYONE HAS HEARD of Domesday Book. In the English-speaking world of today it may not be so sharply perceived as, say, Magna Carta, the Bill of Rights, or the Declaration of Independence. Nevertheless, it exists as a subliminal presence at the beginning of our common history. Mark Twain made good use of this fact, to considerable comic effect, in Huckleberry Finn.

My, you ought to have seen old Henry VIII when he was in bloom. He was a blossom. He used to marry a new wife every day, and chop off her head next morning. And he would do it just as indifferent as if he was ordering up eggs. ‘Fetch up Nell Gwynn,’ he says. They fetch her up. Next morning ‘Chop off her head!’ And they chop it off. ‘Fetch up Jane Shore,’ he says; and up she comes. Next morning, ‘Chop off her head’—and they chop it off. ‘Ring up Fair Rosamun.’ Fair Rosamun answers the bell. Next morning, ‘Chop off her head!’ And he made every one of them tell him a tale every night; and he kept that up until he had hogged a thousand and one tales that way, and then he put them in a book, and called it Domesday Book—which was a good name and stated the case. (Chapter 23)

Twain’s understanding of the origins of Domesday Book might be eccentric, but there can be no doubt that it struck a chord in his readership. Why this should be generally so is a complex story. There is clearly much to be said for a good name; ‘Domesday Book’ is as striking as the Tibetan Book of the Dead (or, come to that, H. P. Lovecraft’s Necronomicon), and such a sonorous title is bound to guarantee some degree of celebrity. But this begs the question: how did Domesday Book come to merit its name?

It does not seem to have been founded in any defining ideology, for authorities of one sort or another have done little to bring the work into a sharp focus. It has always been perceived as a document of the first importance, but the very fact prevented the emergence of any consensus as to its significance. In the later medieval and post-medieval periods it was used by polemicists as a stick to beat their opponents with, and in the modern world it has become the subject of often equally acrimonious academic debate. Agreement has never persisted long enough to find its way into school textbooks (or analysis has been too technical to warrant inclusion).
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System Administration Guide: Advanced AdministrationIuniverse Inc, 2002
This book is for anyone responsible for administering one or more systems that run the Solaris 9 release. The book covers a broad range of Solaris(tm) system administration topics such as managing printing services, managing terminals and modems, managing system resources (disk quotas, accounting, and crontabs), managing system processes, and...
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Remaking Transitional Justice in the United States: The Rhetorical Authorization of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation CommissionSpringer, 2012

	â€‹Remaking Transitional Justice in the United States: The Rhetoric of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission  explores rhetorical attempts to authorize the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission—a grassroots, U.S.-based truth commission created in 2004 toredress past injustices in the city. Through...
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The Twitter BookO'Reilly, 2009
"Media organizations should take note of Twitter's power to quickly reach their target consumers." --Tim O'Reilly (@timoreilly), in a Los Angeles Times interview, March 2009
 This practical guide will teach you everything you need to know to quickly become a Twitter power user. It includes information on the latest third party...
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A Companion to Rhetoric and Rhetorical Criticism (Blackwell Companions to Literature and Culture)John Wiley & Sons, 2004

	The essays in A Companion to Rhetoric and Rhetorical Criticism explore rhetoric as a practical art of deliberation and judgment, best taught and learned through concrete examples of argument, interpretation, and criticism. Historically and in our own time scholars have shown that rhetoric can very well be theorized in the strong sense that...
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Evidence-Based Procedural DermatologySpringer, 2019

	
		This book compiles the best evidence in procedural dermatology, including skin cancer surgery, laser techniques, minimally invasive cosmetic surgery, and emerging techniques. Building on the highly successful first edition, this volume provides much expanded coverage of a range of topics.  The best information is provided to...
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Bytes, Bombs, and Spies: The Strategic Dimensions of Offensive Cyber OperationsBrookings Institution Press, 2019

	
		
			“We are dropping cyber bombs. We have never done that before.”—U.S. Defense Department official

		
			A new era of war fighting is emerging for the U.S. military. Hi-tech weapons have given way to hi tech in a number of instances recently:

		
			A computer virus is unleashed that...
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