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Seal (of the Curtin University of Technology in Perth, Australia) has put together an interesting if sporadic collection of folk heroes. He refers to it as a "representative collection of legendary, historical, and magical heroes from many of the world's extensive folklores." South and Central America receive very little coverage. Polynesia and Melanesia are barely covered. Europe, North America, China, Japan, and select parts of Africa are covered, as are both settler and Aboriginal Australia.
After a long introduction that surveys both the nature of the folk hero and the author's criteria for inclusion and exclusion, the work itself is in alphabetical order. There are liberal see references between variant forms of names. Entries range from a paragraph to several two-columned pages (e.g., Culture heroes; James, Jesse; Snow White ). Each entry has a list of related entries and a list of references and further reading. Black-and-white illustrations are scattered throughout the text.

Folk heroes are those "who have received celebration in one or more forms of folkloric expression and practice--in folktales, folk songs, folk customs, folk speech, and the other informal genres of everyday life." They include real people whose lives were large enough to have a fantastic component to them, like Davy Crockett, or whose deaths made publicity machines crank out stories about them, like Ned Kelly. Outlaws, tricksters, heroes and heroines of fairy tales and story cycles, numbskulls, and monsters are included. There are some puzzling assertions. In the Heroes of strug gle entry, Helen Gurley Brown is identified as an "occupational" hero from American labor lore, along with Joe Hill.

Following the entries are an "Index of Heroic Types," a "Country/Culture Index," and a "Chronology of Folk Heroes" as well as a general index. There is an extensive bibliography besides the references given at the end of each entry.

Although many of the same topics are covered in other reference books on folklore, Encyclopedia of Folk Heroes includes a number of figures not easily found elsewhere. Larger public and academic libraries with folklore collections may find it useful.
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High Performance Data Network Design (IDC Technology)Digital Press, 2001
The proliferation and complexity of data networks today is challenging our ability to design and manage them effectively. A new generation of Internet, e-commerce, and multimedia applications has changed traditional assumptions on traffic dynamics, and demands tight quality of service and security guarantees. These issues, combined with the...
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Practice of Intramedullary Locked Nails: New Developments in Techniques and ApplicationsSpringer, 2006

	The third volume of the "Practice of Intramedullary Locked Nails" places a special focus on recent advancements in understanding the biology of fracture healing of long bones, the emerging technologies that further enhance the minimally invasive nature of closed treatment of fractures, and the availability of various surgical...
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The Rosedale DietHarper Perennial, 2005

	Finally—the ultimate diet for fast, safe weight loss, lifelong health, and longer life, based on more than twenty years of research and the latest findings on appetite and weight. Metabolic specialist Ron Rosedale, M.D., has designed the Rosedale Diet to regulate the powerful hormone leptin, which controls appetite and weight loss by...
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3D Printing with SketchUpPackt Publishing, 2014

	Real-world case studies to help you design models in SketchUp for 3D printing on anything ranging from the smallest desktop machines to the largest industrial 3D printers


	Overview

	
		Learn how to design beautiful architectural models that will print on any 3D printer
	
		Packed with clearly...
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Innovative Materials and Techniques in Concrete Construction: ACES WorkshopSpringer, 2011

	Recent years have seen enormous advances in the technology of concrete as a material, through which its strength, compactness and ductility can reach levels never dreamed of before. Thanks to these improved material properties, the strength and durability of concrete structures is greatly improved, their weight and dimensions reduced, the...
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Advanced Computer-Assisted Techniques in Drug Discovery (Methods and Principles in Medicinal Chemistry)John Wiley & Sons, 1994


	The main objective of this series is to offer a practice-oriented survey of techniques

	currently used in Medicinal Chemistry. Following the volumes on Hansch analysis

	and related approaches (Vol. 1) and multivariate analyses (Vol. 2), the present handbook

	focuses on some new, emerging techniques in drug discovery; emphasis is...
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