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Europe is in tremendous flux. Political boundaries and designations are changing with dizzying speed. Population mobility is altering the human landscape in astonishing and unpredictable ways. To publish this volume on European cultures at this particular historical juncture provides both a wonderful opportunity to offer a much-needed resource to help interpret these phenomenal changes as well as an awesome challenge to include information that is as up-to-date as possible.

The volume covers 116 cultures of western, northern, central, Mediterranean, and southeastern Europe. Also included here are island cultures in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean that traditionally have been affiliated sociopolitically with mainland European cultures. The locations of many of these cultures are shown on maps 2-4. Not included in this volume are cultures in North Africa, mainland Turkey, or within the former Soviet Union. The cultures in the European section of the former Soviet Union, such as Estonia, Georgia, and Ukraine, are covered in volume 6.

Our decision about which cultures to cover in this vol. ume were based on several considerations. First, cultures that might be considered "European" but that fall within the geographical scope of another volume are not covered here (for example, the former Soviet Union as noted earlier). Second, we understand that readers will hold varying points ofview as to what constitutes a distinct culture within the European context. With the acceleration of nationalistic sentiments and movements across Europe over the past decade, the ambiguity about where to draw boundaries between one cultural group and another and whether one group should encompass another has become more obvious and more difficult to clarify. As this volume goes to press, growing divisions-both peaceful and violent, ethnic and nationalistic-serve as a counterpoint to the evolution of the European Community as a coalescing political-economic force within Europe.
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The Fourth Paradigm: Data-Intensive Scientific Discovery (Volume 1)Microsoft Press, 2009
This book presents the first broad look at the rapidly emerging field of data-intensive science, with the goal of influencing the worldwide scientific and computing research communities and inspiring the next generation of scientists. Increasingly, scientific breakthroughs will be powered by advanced computing capabilities that help researchers...
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Optical Fiber Fusion Splicing (Springer Series in Optical Sciences)Springer, 2005

	Significant advances in optical fiber technology have created a need for an
	up-to-date book about optical fiber fusion splicing. Over the past 15 years,
	a variety of new optical fibers including rare-earth-doped fiber, dispersioncompensating
	fiber, dispersion-matched fiber pairs, and microstructured fiber
	have been introduced. These...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: The Coming Robot Revolution: Expectations and Fears About Emerging Intelligent, Humanlike Machines]

The Coming Robot Revolution: Expectations and Fears About Emerging Intelligent, Humanlike MachinesSpringer, 2009

	Making a robot that looks and behaves like a human being has been the subject of many
	popular science fiction movies and books. Although the development of such a robot
	faces many challenges, the making of a virtual human has long been potentially possible.
	With recent advances in various key technologies related to hardware and...





	[image: ][image: Parallel Processing and Applied Mathematics: 5th International Conference, PPAM 2003, Czestochowa, Poland, September 7-10, 2003. Revised Papers]

Parallel Processing and Applied Mathematics: 5th International Conference, PPAM 2003, Czestochowa, Poland, September 7-10, 2003. Revised PapersSpringer, 2004
This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Parallel Processing and Applied Mathematics, PPAM 2003, held in Czestochowa, Poland, in September 2003.
The 149 papers presented were carefully selected and improved during two rounds of reviewing and revision. The papers are organized in...
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Pro HadoopApress, 2009
You’ve heard the hype about Hadoop: it runs petabyte–scale data mining tasks insanely fast, it runs gigantic tasks on clouds for absurdly cheap, it’s been heavily committed to by tech giants like IBM, Yahoo!, and the Apache Project, and it’s completely open source (thus free). But what exactly is it, and more...
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HTML5 MediaO'Reilly, 2011

	
		Flash is dead.

	
		At least, that’s what we’re told: thanks to the introduction of the HTML5 video and
		audio elements, Flash is now dead.

	
		Of course, we know this statement isn’t true: Flash will have its place in web pages for
		many years to come. However, thanks to the new HTML5 media...
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