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In this book you will find some examples of work in particular from the Inhabited Information Spaces Grouping. It is interesting to see how some of these ideas are still “futuristic” and others have started to become part of mainstream thinking and made their way into products.
 
 Some people say that you can find “grains of the future” in the present today – the only problem is, where do you start to look? One of the potential advantages of this book is that by looking at the research developments stretching out into recent past, one can identify how some grains developed into trends of the present, and other are still just emerging.
 
 For those still interested in seeking out “grains of the future”, this book will be a valuable source.
 

Jakub Wejchert
 Information Society DG
 

European Commission


Starting from the time of the ENIAC, one of the colossal computers of the 1940s, most IT progress has been driven from the point of view of the machine. Since then things have changed – but perhaps not really that much. Even if computers can today calculate many times over what was possible a few years ago, and the machines have become somewhat less obtrusive, much of the “mind set” has stayed the same. It is the visions of huge calculating machines spanning massive rooms, trying to recreate an absolute artificial intelligence, that still haunt much of the thinking of today.

Alternatives to the idea of fitting computing into ever smaller boxes can mainly be attributed to Mark Weiser. In his paper, “The Computer for the 21st Century”, he outlined notions of how computing could become integrated into the fabric of everyday life by becoming completely distributed into the environment. In this way computing would become “ubiquitous”. More recently, similarly inspired work on “tangible media”, by Hiroshi Ishii has emerged from the MIT Media Lab. Apart from this, the technological revolution of GSM and the mobile phone has also had its share of making information technology come out of its “traditional shell”.
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Decide and Conquer: Make Winning Decisions and Take Control of Your LifeFT Press, 2003

	Decide & Conquer brings together all the practical skills you need to make the best possible decisions every day. This quick, concise book identifies every key obstacle to quality decision-making... and shows exactly how to overcome them. Discover how your personality impacts your decision-making... why instincts and experience can...
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Clinical Anesthesia Procedures of the Massachusetts General Hospital: Department of Anesthesia and Critical Care, Massachusetts General Hospital. Williams & Wilkins Handbook SeriesLippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2006

	
		Relied on for over 20 years by resident and practicing anesthesiologists and CRNAs, this best-selling pocket reference is now in its Seventh Edition. In easy-to-scan outline format, it provides current, comprehensive, concise, consistent, and clinically relevant guidelines for anesthesia procedures throughout the preoperative,...
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Financial Accounting For Dummies, 2nd EditionFor Dummies, 2020

	
		Learn to speak fluent finance—and ace your exams!  

	
		Warren Buffett said that “accounting is the language of business.’’ And for many accounting and business students, the obscure terminology of accounting...
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ATM Technology for Broadband Telecommunications NetworksCRC Press, 1998
This textbook presents all the latest information on all aspects of each important component of ATM - the hottest telecommunications technology of this decade. It demonstrates how ATM internetworks several incompatible telecommunications technologies and provide the high-speed, high bandwidth backbone network that the entire telecom industry is...
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Open Source GIS: A GRASS GIS ApproachSpringer, 2007


	Over the past decade, Geographical Information Systems (GIS) have evolved

	from a highly specialized niche to a technology that affects nearly every aspect

	of our lives, from finding driving directions to managing natural disasters.

	While just a few years ago the use of GIS was restricted to a group of

	researchers, planners and...
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Beginning Android 3D Game DevelopmentApress, 2014

	Beginning Android 3D Game Development is a unique, examples-driven book for today's Android and game app developers who want to learn how to build 3D game apps that run on the latest Android 5.0 (KitKat) platform using Java and OpenGL ES.


	Android game app development continues to be one of the hottest...
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