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	It’s been five years since the first edition of Introducing Character Animation with Blender came out, and a lot has changed in the world of Blender. Interest in Blender has exploded. When the first edition of this book came out, it was the only English-language book on Blender in print. Now, as this second edition of the book arrives, there are well over a dozen books that I can think of offhand, to say nothing of commercial training DVDs and professional online tutorial services, none of which were around five years ago. Clearly somebody has begun to sit up and take notice.


	It’s clear why, too. Blender has been making its mark in ways that are increasingly hard to ignore. The first Blender Open Movie Project movie, Elephants Dream, premiered as the first edition of this book was being written. Since that time, two more movies, Big Buck Bunny and Sintel, have been released to increasing fanfare. Each of the movies has been more ambitious than the first, and each has fulfilled its ambitions impressively. In addition to the movies, the Blender Institute has released a complete game and a half dozen professional training DVDs by some of the world’s top Blender creators. When I wrote the first edition of this book, I felt I had something to prove. Now, five years later, it is clear that Blender is proving itself.


	In addition to the prolific content output of the Blender Institute, the coding of Blender has progressed at a rapid pace. Between the release of Big Buck Bunny and Sintel, the underlying event-handling and data-handling frameworks of Blender were entirely rewritten. This made it possible to completely re-conceive the user interface and Python scripting API, both of which were also rewritten as part of the overhaul. The result is a completely revamped application that has managed to earn kudos both from longtime Blender users and from longtime critics alike.


	If you’re new to Blender, there’s never been a better time to learn. Although there will always be a learning curve to acquiring 3D graphics skills, the new interface is more intuitive and user friendly than ever before. If you’re coming from other software, you’ll be pleased to see that the interface is fully configurable (there is even an option for Maya-style interface presets accessible directly in the splash screen).


	The new Blender has been a long time coming, and it is designed to last. Now that it is finally stable and ready for professional use, adoption of Blender by users of all kinds, from young hobbyists to old pros, is bound to continue even more rapidly.
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Drupal 6 Performance TipsPackt Publishing, 2010

	Drupal is one of the most respected and widely used open source content management frameworks. Small, medium, and large-scale websites are built using Drupal and the framework supports ecommerce, CRM, multisite and web service integrations.


	Once you get your Drupal site installed and up and running, you will be concerned with site...
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Adaptive Filtering (The Springer International Series in Engineering and Computer Science)Springer, 2012

	The field of Digital Signal Processing has developed so fast in the last two decades that it can be found in the graduate and undergraduate programs of most universities. This development is related to the growing available techno logies for implementing digital signal processing algorithms. The tremendous growth of development in the...
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Learning Metasploit Exploitation and DevelopmentPackt Publishing, 2013

	Metasploit is an open source exploit framework that provides you with heaps of exploits, as well as tools to assist you in creating your own exploits. This includes the ability to generate a large range of shellcodes for different purposes and platforms that can be customized to attack your target. The recent improvements in network security...
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Pro Oracle SQL (Expert's Voice in Oracle)Apress, 2010

	Pro Oracle SQL unlocks the power of SQL in the Oracle Database—one of the most potent SQL implementations on the market today. To master it requires a three-pronged approach: learn the language features, learn the supporting features that Oracle provides to help use the language effectively, and learn to think and work in...
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The Least Worst Place - How Guantanamo Became the World’s Most Notorious PrisonOxford University Press, 2009
The prisoner’s cry pierced through the hot Caribbean air. It was not the first time that such a shriek had roused the rest of the detainees from their daily lethargy. But this time it brought them to their feet and unleashed a flurry of noise, as they pounded the cement floors and rattled the wire mesh of their cells. An invisible force...
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Superfruits: (Top 20 Fruits Packed with Nutrients and Phytochemicals, Best Ways to Eat FruitsMcGraw-Hill, 2009
“Paul Gross, the “Berry Doctor,” gets beyond the marketing hype on superfruits. By looking at nutrient density, research support and popular appeal, Gross delivers a cornucopia of offerings that can easily enhance well-being. Further, he includes ideas to add the nutrient-rich fruits into the diet, whether via simple...
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