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		This is a book about system administration. As any system administrator knows, there
	
		is no professional joy greater than seeing systems work consistently and perform their
	
		tasks flawlessly. And the joy is even greater if the systems need as little human attention
	
		as possible. Automating system administration tasks is not only a source of pride, but
	
		also an urgent need once the number of machines under our control grows beyond a
	
		very small number, as it is otherwise impossible to keep track of everything by hand.
	
		The number and complexity of computer systems have grown exponentially over the
	
		years, to the point where managing them by hand has become impossible for any single
	
		person. To this effect, CFEngine can help. CFEngine is a useful automation tool, but
	
		it goes well beyond that. It provides you with a framework to manage and implement
	
		IT infrastructure in a sustainable, scalable, and efficient manner. It allows you to elevate
	
		your thinking about systems so that you can focus on the higher-level issues of design,
	
		implementation, and maintenance, while having the certainty that lower-level details
	
		are handled for you automatically.
	


	
		My road to writing this book started over 20 years ago, when I first became a Unix
	
		sysadmin at my university, working back then on a DECstation 5000 running Ultrix,
	
		a few SGI machines with Irix, and a Cray Y-MP/400 supercomputer with UNICOS.
	
		Even in that relatively simple environment, the challenges of doing everything by hand
	
		quickly became apparent. Over the years I have appreciated more and more the advantages
	
		of automating as much as possible all system management tasks. I first heard
	
		of CFEngine (still in version 1 back then) during my early years as a sysadmin, and over
	
		the years I loosely followed its development. Then in 2009 I got to work with CFEngine
	
		3, and was immediately impressed with its flexibility and power. I also realized that a
	
		book about it was needed to help beginners overcome many of the questions that surface
	
		while learning to use it. Much of the literature at the time was focused on CFEngine
	
		2, and CFEngine 3 is a completely new version, with vast improvements in all its aspects,
	
		including a completely new syntax.
	


	
		It is a pleasure to finally deliver this book to you, and I hope you enjoy it.
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Microsoft  Office Outlook  2007 Step by StepMicrosoft Press, 2007
The smart way to learn Microsoft Office Outlook 2007--one step at a time!  Work at your own pace through the easy numbered steps, practice files on  CD, helpful hints, and troubleshooting tips to master the fundamentals of  working with the latest version of Office Outlook, including how to  navigate the new user interface. You will learn the...
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Mac OS X Snow LeopardPortable GeniusJohn Wiley & Sons, 2009
A great deal of Snow Leopard’s improvements to Mac OS X are under the hood. You won’t notice too many differences cosmetically between Snow Leopard and its predecessor, Leopard. Let’s check out some of Snow Leopard’s more prominent goodies:

Greatly reduced footprint. Snow Leopard requires considerably less hard...
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Advances in Crytology - ASIACRYPT 2009: 15th International Conference on the Theory and Application of Cryptology and Information SecuritySpringer, 2009
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 15th International Conference on the Theory and Application of Cryptology and Information Security, ASIACRYPT 2009, held in Tokyo, Japan, in December 2009.

The 41 revised full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 298 submissions. The papers are organized in...





	[image: ][image: Law Express: Intellectual Property Law (Revision Guide)]

Law Express: Intellectual Property Law (Revision Guide)Longman Publishing Group, 2010

	Intellectual property law is a demanding but enjoyable subject. It covers a range

	of rights, some of which have little in common with others. Students should keep

	in mind that, although some rights may be quite different to others, a number of

	rights may exist in respect of the same subject matter. For example, a new design

	of...
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Borges, Buddhism and World Literature: A Morphology of Renunciation Tales (Literatures of the Americas)Palgrave Macmillan, 2019

	This book follows the renunciation story in Borges and beyond, arguing for its centrality as a Borgesian compositional trope and as a Borgesian prism for reading a global constellation of texts. The renunciation story at the heart of Buddhism, that of a king who leaves his palace to become an ascetic, fascinated Borges because of its...
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JavaScript & DHTML CookbookO'Reilly, 2007
In today's Web 2.0 world, JavaScript and Dynamic HTML are at the center of the hot new approach to designing highly interactive pages on the client side. With this environment in mind, the new edition of this book offers bite-sized solutions to very specific scripting problems that web developers commonly face. Each recipe includes a focused piece...
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