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	All geographic information systems (GIS) are built using formal models that describe how things are located in space. A formal model is an abstract and well-defined system of concepts. It defines the vocabulary that we can use to describe and reason about things. A geographic data model defines the vocabulary for describing and reasoning about the things that are located on the earth. Geographic data models serve as the foundation on which all geographic information systems are built.

	

	We are all familiar with one model for geographic information—the map. A map is a scale model of reality that we build, using a set of conventions and rules (for example, map projections, line symbols, text). Once we construct a map, we can use it to answer questions about the reality it represents. For example, how far is it from Los Angeles to San Diego? Or, what cities lie along the Mississippi River? The map model also serves as a tool for communicating facts about geography visually: Is the terrain rough? Which way is north? In fact, when we see a map, we often understand things that might not even occur to us as specific questions.


	Geographic data models are digital frameworks that describe the location and characteristics of things in the world around us. With a geographic information system, we can use these models as lenses to see, interpret, and analyze the infinite complexity of our natural and man-made environments. With the geodatabase, a new geographic data model introduced with ArcInfo 8, you can extend significantly the level of detail and range of accuracy with which you can model geographic reality in a database environment.
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Understanding Criminology: Current Theoretical Debates (Crime and Justice)Open University Press, 2007
"Provides a very clear, easily readable introduction to the wide range of criminological theories.".  Anne Rees, University of Portsmouth, UK 
	What does contemporary criminological theory look like? .  
	What impact, if any, does it have on policy?
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Superconductivity: Fundamentals and Applications (Physics)John Wiley & Sons, 2004
Comprehensive and easy to understand this introductory text on superconductivity was especially written for the nonspecialist. The author, an active researcher in the field for more than forty years, presents the fundamental considerations (without too much mathematics), describes the various phenomena connected with the superconducting state,...
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The Basics of Digital Forensics, Second Edition: The Primer for Getting Started in Digital ForensicsSyngress Publishing, 2014

	The Basics of Digital Forensics provides a foundation for people new to the digital forensics field. This book teaches you how to conduct examinations by discussing what digital forensics is, the methodologies used, key tactical concepts, and the tools needed to perform examinations. Details on digital forensics for computers,...
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TypePad For DummiesFor Dummies, 2010

	The blogosphere is a busy place. It’s hard to nail down a firm number, but the best estimates indicate that there are more than 200 million blogs bumping around globally in cyberspace. It can be daunting for a beginning blogger (or even an intermediate one) to comfortably find a spot of his or her own in such a crowd. Where can you...
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Gene Therapy: Treating Disease by Repairing Genes (New Biology)Facts on File, 2004

	Discusses how gene therapy works, what diseases may be treated by it, what the moral and ethical issues are, and provides case studies of Ashi DeSilva and Jesse Gelsinger.
...
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Information Arts: Intersections of Art, Science, and TechnologyMIT Press, 2001
A new breed of contemporary artist engages science and technology--not just to adopt the vocabulary and gizmos, but to explore and comment on the content, agendas, and possibilities. Indeed, proposes Stephen Wilson, the role of the artist is not only to interpret and to spread scientific knowledge, but to be an active partner in determining the...
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