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		Is mercy more important than justice?

	
		Since antiquity, mercy has been regarded as a virtue. The power of monarchs was legitimated by their acts of clemency, their mercy demonstrating their divine nature. Yet by the end of the eighteenth century, mercy had become “an injustice committed against society . . . a manifest vice.” Mercy was exiled from political life. How did this happen?

	
		In this book, Malcolm Bull analyses and challenges the Enlightenment’s rejection of mercy. A society operating on principles of rational self-interest had no place for something so arbitrary and contingent, and having been excluded from Hobbes’s theory of the state and Hume’s theory of justice, mercy disappeared from the lexicon of political theory. But, Bull argues, these idealised conceptions have proved too limiting. Political realism demands recognition of the foundational role of mercy in society. If we are vulnerable to harm from others, we are in need of their mercy. By restoring the primacy of mercy over justice, we may constrain the powerful and release the agency of the powerless. And if arguments for capitalism are arguments against mercy, might the case for mercy challenge the very basis of our thinking about society and the state?

	
		An important contribution to contemporary political philosophy from an inventive thinker, On Mercy makes a persuasive case for returning this neglected virtue to the heart of political thought.
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Evolutionary Computation in Combinatorial Optimization: 6th European Conference, EvoCOP 2006Springer, 2006
Metaheuristics have often been shown to be effective for difficult combinatorial optimization problems appearing in various industrial, economical, and scientific domains. Prominent examples of metaheuristics are evolutionary algorithms, simulated annealing, tabu search, scatter search, memetic algorithms, variable neighborhood search, iterated...
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Access 2007 VBA Programming For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2007
If you’ve been using Access for a while, you’re probably aware of its power and potential and itching to take advantage of both. AccessÐ’ 2007 VBA Programming For Dummies takes you beyond forms and reports and shows you how to use VBA to create killer Access databases and applications. This gentle introduction to VBA...
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Energy Balance and Gastrointestinal Cancer (Energy Balance and Cancer, Vol. 4)Springer, 2012

	The gastrointestinal track provides one of the distinct systems where multiple malignancies, including adenocarcinoma of the pancreas, esophagus and colon are each associated with obesity. This unique association is covered in this volume of Energy Balance and Cancer from the epidemiologic, biologic and potential etiologic viewpoint. The...
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Developing Killer Web Apps with Dreamweaver MX and C#Sybex, 2004
Dreamweaver MX 2004 is a great tool, and a great teacher. Its finely tuned  support for ASP.NET makes it the fastest way to build serious data-driven web  applications. And its transparent interface and the ultra-clean code it  generates gives you ample opportunity to learn ASP.NET in its purest form. 

For those who aren’t yet...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Continuous Integration: Improving Software Quality and Reducing Risk (The Addison-Wesley Signature Series)]

Continuous Integration: Improving Software Quality and Reducing Risk (The Addison-Wesley Signature Series)Addison Wesley, 2007
For any software developer who has spent days in “integration hell,” cobbling together myriad software components, Continuous Integration: Improving Software Quality and Reducing Risk illustrates how to transform integration from a necessary evil into an everyday part of the development process. The key, as the...
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Harnessing HibernateO'Reilly, 2008
Harnessing Hibernate is an ideal introduction to the popular framework that lets Java developers work with information from a relational database easily and efficiently. Databases are a very different world than Java objects, and they often involve people with different skills and specializations. With Hibernate, bridging these two worlds is...
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