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	In the first edition of this book, we focused on what we called the "High Availability Database Administrator." However, that term led G to the question of just what is meant by High Availability? As a term bandied about among database administrators, this can have different meanings depending on who is interpreting it, who has to implement it, and who is requesting it. After all, how high is high? To many end users and management types, "High Availability" really means the same thing as "always available," period—no ifs, ands, or buts. But then reality hits, and we realize that there is a cost associated with "always available." Nothing comes for free. The more mission-critical your system, the more you are willing to invest in maintaining the uptime to achieve that goal of "always available." But even when budgets are tight (as all budgets are), you want to get the "Maximum" possible availability for your investment. So perhaps the best way to think of "High Availability" is that it is synonymous with Maximum Availability, where Maximum Availability means getting the "maximum possible" return on investment out of the resources at your disposal.


	The parameters surrounding this principle are wide and complex, but the reality is simple: availability is defined, ultimately, by end users of your systems who have no notion of what HA requires, but simply expect the system to be up and available at all times. This goes well beyond the users who just want to buy books at midnight or check their 401 (k) over the weekend, and it includes all manner of mission- critical systems that are needed to support an ever-shrinking world that never sleeps and requires 24/7/365 access. That means that any true availability solution must encompass the entire technology stack, from the database, to the application server, to the network. It goes without saying that this requires the cooperation of every aspect of a company's technology staff, working together in harmony.
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Microsoft Visio 2013 Step By Step (Step by Step (Microsoft))Microsoft Press, 2013

	
		The smart way to learn Microsoft Visio 2013—one step at a time!

	
		Experience learning made easy—and quickly teach yourself how to create professional-looking business and technical diagrams with Visio 2013. With Step by Step, you set the pace—building and practicing the skills you need, just when...
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Internetworking with TCP/IP Vol.1: Principles, Protocols, and Architecture (4th Edition)Prentice Hall, 2000
The all-time best-selling TCP/IP book, this is still the reference for anyone who wants to learn about or work with the TCP/IP protocol suite. Justly renowned for its clarity and accessibility,this superb text covers wide area Internet backbones as well as local area network technologies like FDDI and Ethernet. This is volume 1 of a 3 part set...
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Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery for Process Monitoring and Control (Advances in Industrial Control)Springer, 2012

	Modern computer-based control systems are able to collect a large amount of information, display it to operators and store it in databases but the interpretation of the data and the subsequent decision making relies mainly on operators with little computer support. This book introduces developments in automatic analysis and interpretation of...
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Python 3 for Absolute BeginnersApress, 2009
There are many more people who want to study programming other than aspiring computer scientists with a passing grade in advanced calculus. This guide appeals to your intelligence and ability to solve practical problems, while gently teaching the most recent revision of the programming language Python.

 You can learn solid software...
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HTML, XHTML, and CSS BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	An essential update to the key web authoring standards of HTML, XHTML, and CSS


	The existence of Web pages depends on three vital technologies: HTML (base language that Web pages are written in), XHTML (standards that define how to write HTML pages), and CSS (standard that applies formatting styles to Web pages). This new edition...
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Garbage and Recycling (Introducing Issues With Opposing Viewpoints)Greenhaven Press, 2009

	Indulging in a wide spectrum of ideas, beliefs, and perspectives is a critical cornerstone of democracy. After all, it is often debates over differences of opinion, such as whether to legalize abortion, how to treat prisoners, or when to enact the death penalty, that shape our society and drive it forward. Such diversity of thought is...
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