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Is there any sexier topic in software development than software testing?  That is, besides game programming, 3D graphics, audio, high-performance clustering, cool websites, et cetera? Okay, so software testing is low on the list.  And that's unfortunate, because good software testing can increase your productivity, improve your designs, raise your quality, ease your maintenance burdens, and help to satisfy your customers, coworkers, and managers.
 		

Perl has a strong history of automated tests.  A very early release of Perl 1.0 included a comprehensive test suite, and it's only improved from there.  Learning how Perl's test tools work and how to put them together to solve all sorts of previously intractable problems can make you a better programmer in general.  Besides, it's easy to use the Perl tools described  to handle all sorts of testing problems that you may encounter, even in other languages.

Like all titles in O'Reilly's Developer's Notebook series, this "all lab, no lecture" book skips the boring prose and focuses instead on a series of exercises that speak to you instead of at you.  		Perl Testing: A Developer's Notebook will help you dive right in and: 

	
    Write basic Perl tests with ease and interpret the results
 				

    
	
    Apply special techniques and modules to improve your tests
 				

    
	
    Bundle test suites along with projects
 				

    
	
    Test databases and their data
 				

    
	
    Test websites and web projects
 				

    
	
    Use the "Test Anything Protocol" which tests projects written in languages other than Perl

    


With today's increased workloads and short development cycles, unit tests are more vital to building robust, high-quality software than ever before. Once mastered, these lessons will help you ensure low-level code correctness, reduce software development cycle time, and ease maintenance burdens. 

You don't have to be a die-hard free and open source software developer who lives, breathes, and dreams Perl to use this book.  You just have to want to do your job a little bit better.
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Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural DiversityUniversity of Texas Press, 2005
William H. Whyte set out to discover why some New York City public spaces were successes, fi lled with people and activities, while others were empty, cold, and unused. After seven years of fi lming small parks and plazas in the city, he found that only a few plazas in New York City were attracting daily users and saw this decline as a threat to...
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Pattern-Oriented Software Architecture For DummiesFor Dummies, 2013

	Implement programming best practices from the ground up


	Imagine how much easier it would be to solve a programming problem, if you had access to the best practices from all the top experts in the field, and you could follow the best design patterns that have evolved through the years. Well, now you can. This unique book...
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Introduction to Power Electronics (Essential Electronics Series)Butterworth-Heinemann, 1998
Building on solid state device and electromagnetic contributions to the series, this text book introduces modern power electronics, that is the application of semiconductor devices to the control and conversion of electrical power. The increased availability of solid state power switches has created a very rapid expansion in applications, from the...
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Getting Started with IBM WebSphere sMashIBM Press, 2010

	Use IBM WebSphere sMash to Rapidly Deliver Scalable, Flexible Web 2.0 Applications


	 


	With the radically new IBM WebSphere sMash and the Project Zero platform, it’s far easier to develop, assemble, and run applications and mashups that align...
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Excel 2007 VBA Programming For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2007
Step-by-step instructions for creating VBA macros
    

    Harness the power of VBA and create custom Excel applications    

    Make Excel 2007 work for you! This clear, nonintimidating guide shows you how to use VBA to create Excel apps that look and work the way you want. Packed with plenty...
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Applied Algebra: Codes, Ciphers and Discrete Algorithms, Second Edition (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications)CRC Press, 2009

	Using mathematical tools from number theory and finite fields, Applied Algebra: Codes, Ciphers, and Discrete Algorithms, Second Edition presents practical methods for solving problems in data security and data integrity. It is designed for an applied algebra course for students who have had prior classes in abstract or linear...
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