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I’ve been developing software for a long time, by anyone’s count: over 25 years, about 15 or so of that “professionally” (meaning 15 years or so I’ve been getting paid to pretend I know what I’m doing). I’ve been doing web development specifically for something like 10 or so of those years. I can say, with all honesty, that I was ahead of the curve a number of times. I was writing what we all now call RIAs back around 1998 (two of the apps I wrote in that time frame are still in production, amazingly). I was one of those people who invented Ajax way back then, but didn’t think it was anything special and didn’t come up with a cute name for it, and hence I am not the one rich and famous for coining an acronym!

None of this is especially important, and I’m not even trying to impress you by saying any of it. I’m just setting the foundation for being able to honestly say this: I’ve seen a lot. I’ve done a lot of client-side development. I’ve seen the evolution from doing absolutely everything yourself, dealing with all the complexities and cross-browser issues, to where we are today, where you basically don’t write anything from scratch anymore, you find a good library (or combination of libraries) and proceed from there. This is the same evolution that every other programming language and/or platform has taken; it’s just the natural way of things. People over time figure out what works, encapsulate it in some generic, reusable code (a library), and everyone is the better for their efforts.

I’ve used a large number of libraries over the years too. Some have been very good; some have been very bad; some, of course, were somewhere in the middle. One of the biggest today also happens to be one of the best ever: Dojo.

However, Dojo in a way suffers from its own goodness: it’s a bit difficult to wrap your brain around. It’s capable of doing so much that understanding what it can do, and understanding how to use it, can be a challenge.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Multidimensional Databases: Problems and Solutions]

Multidimensional Databases: Problems and SolutionsIGI Global, 2003

	The term "multidimensional data" generally refers to data in which a given fact is quantified by a set of measures, obtained by applying one more or less complex aggregative function (from count or sum to average or percent, and so on) to raw data. Such measures are...
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The Age of Living Machines: How Biology Will Build the Next Technology RevolutionW W Norton, 2019

	
		From the former president of MIT, the story of the next technology revolution, and how it will change our lives.

	
		A century ago, discoveries in physics came together with engineering to produce an array of astonishing new technologies: radios, telephones, televisions, aircraft, radar, nuclear power,...
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Design Patterns for Embedded Systems in C: An Embedded Software Engineering ToolkitNewnes, 2010

	The predominate language for the development of embedded systems is clearly C. Other

	languages certainly have their allure, but over 80% of all embedded systems are developed

	in this classic language. Many of the advances in the industry assume the use of object-oriented

	languages, web clients, and technologies that are either...
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Sustainable Landscaping For DummiesFor Dummies, 2009
Sustainable Landscaping For Dummies provides hands-on, how-to instruction for realizing the benefits of a sustainable landscape, from selecting sutainable hardscape materials to installing a rain-water catchment system to choosing native plants.    

       Create a beautiful, sustainable landscape that's easy on your...
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How To Talk So People Listen: The Real Key to Job SuccessHarper Perennial, 1989

	Whether making a presentation or dealing one on one, interacting at a meeting or just answering questions, do others listen when you talk? This book explains how to communicate successfully so people listen, understand, and are persuaded. It is a comprehensive guide to every aspect of communicating in the workplace and...
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Network+ Exam Prep 2 (Exam Prep N10-003)Que, 2005
Attention Network+ Candidates: Stop spending valuable study time sorting through confusing study aids. Network + Exam Prep 2 is the ultimate self-study guide for the Network + exam. Featuring exercises, self-assessments, study strategies, exam tips and notes, this comprehensive guide will help you understand the concepts behind...
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