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In the first edition of this book, I said that .NET is the future. In the second edition, I said that C++/CLI is the future. In this third edition, I say, “Welcome to the future!” .NET has proven itself to be the future of software development, and C++/CLI has shown itself to be the leading language of bridging the gap between the past and the future.

Don’t get me wrong; C# and Visual Basic 2008 are great development languages, but neither has the flexibility or the pedal-to-the-metal power of C++/CLI. And they are not designed to link the code from other realms that needs .NET to make it shine.

With C++/CLI, you can practically mix and match .NET code and ANSI C++ code (or code from many other development languages) at will. Of course, doing so comes at a cost (we’ll get to that later in this book), but the benefits of being able to mix the code without having to rewrite a lot of it is often worth that cost. As a designer, architect, or developer, your task is to determine whether performing this mixing and matching is worth it.

But C++/CLI is not just a language for bridging the past and the future. It is the most powerful of the .NET languages for developing new code as well. Any functionality you want coded in .NET can be done in C++/CLI. And this book proves it.

Unfortunately, C++/CLI is frequently overshadowed by his younger sibling C#, who gets the majority of the limelight. Well, this book is designed to refocus the light in the correct direction—toward C++/CLI.
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Mike Meyers' CompTIA Network+ Certification Passport, Third EditionMcGraw-Hill, 2009
What do you mean, you don’t have a passport? Why, it’s sitting right in your hands, even as you read! This book is your passport to a very special place.You’re about to begin a journey,my friend: a journey toward that magical place called certification! You don’t need a ticket, you don’t need a suitcase—just...
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Challenges in Natural Language Processing (Studies in Natural Language Processing)Cambridge University Press, 1993

	Throughout most of the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, computational linguistics
	enjoyed an excellent reputation. A sense of the promise of the work to society
	was prevalent, and high expectations were justified by solid, steady progress in
	research.


	Nevertheless, by the close of the 1980s, many people openly expressed doubt
	about...
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Soft Computing for Information Processing and Analysis (Studies in Fuzziness and Soft Computing)Springer, 2005
Search engines, with Google at the top, have become the most heavily used online service, with millions of searches performed every day and many remarkable capabilities. Soft Computing for Information Processing and Analysis includes reports from the front of soft computing in the internet industry and imparts knowledge and...
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Adobe Creative Suite 5 BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	Learn to use CS5 to produce better work and become a more productive designer


	The newest release of Adobe Creative Suite boasts a world of must-have features and enhancements to each of its applications: Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, GoLive, Acrobat, and Version Cue. Written by a duo of Adobe experts, this thorough...
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Windows XP UnwiredO'Reilly, 2003
Windows XP Unwired  provides a complete introduction to all the wireless technologies supported by Windows XP, including Wi-Fi (802.11b, a, and g), infrared, Bluetooth, CDMA2000, and GPRS. It's a one-stop wireless information source for technically savvy Windows XP users.  This book will show you the full-spectrum...
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Dairy Processing: Improving QualityCRC Press, 2003

	The dairy sector continues to be at the forefront of innovation in food processing. With its distinguished editor and international team of contributors, Dairy Processing: Improving Quality reviews key developments and their impact on product safety and quality

	

	The first two chapters provide a foundation for the rest of the...
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