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When .NET first appeared, it introduced a small avalanche of new technologies. There was a whole new way to write web applications (ASP.NET), a whole new way to connect to databases (ADO.NET), new typesafe languages (C# and VB .NET), and a managed runtime (the CLR). Not least among these new technologies was Windows Forms, a library of classes for building Windows applications.

Although Windows Forms is a mature and full-featured toolkit, it’s hardwired to essential bits of Windows plumbing that haven’t changed much in the past ten years. Most significantly, Windows Forms relies on the Windows API to create the visual appearance of standard user interface elements such as buttons, text boxes, check boxes, and so on. As a result, these ingredients are essentially uncustomizable.

For example, if you want to create a stylish glow button you need to create a custom control and paint every aspect of the button (in all its different states) using a lower-level drawing model. Even worse, ordinary windows are carved up into distinct regions, with each control getting its own piece of real estate. As a result, there’s no good way for the painting in one control (for example, the glow effect behind a button) to spread into the area owned by another control. And don’t even think about introducing animated effects such as spinning text, shimmering buttons, shrinking windows, or live previews because you’ll have to paint every detail by hand.
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THE Java(TM) Programming Language, Fourth EditionAddison Wesley, 2005
Direct from the creators of the Java™ programming language, the  completely revised fourth edition of The Java™ Programming Language is an  indispensable resource for novice and advanced programmers alike.

Developers around the...
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The Semantic Web: Real-World Applications from Industry (Semantic Web and Beyond)Springer, 2007
Semantic Web: Real-World Applications from Industry offers a glimpse into the opening door of semantic technologies by means of concentrated examples of semantic applications in real business environments.  For quite a while, there has been evidence from academic research and early industrial prototypes that semantic...
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Theoretical Computer Sciences: Lectures given at a Summer School of the Centro Internazionale Matematico EstivoSpringer, 2011

	R.E. Miller: Parallel program schemata.- D.E. Muller: Theory of automata.- R. Karp: Computational complexity of combinatorial and graph-theoretic problems.


	In this lecture we discuss a type of computer organization which is
	based upon the concept of operation sequencing being controlled by operand
	availability. Such sequencing...
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Contributions to Ubiquitous Computing (Studies in Computational Intelligence)Springer, 2007
Mark Weisers vision of computers moving out of our focus of attention and becoming oblivious devices that occur in large numbers and provide smart computing und communication services to individuals as needed is still far from being reality.
This book puts the larger vision of ubiquitous computing in the context of todays mobile and distributed...
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SOA Governance in Action: REST and WS-* ArchitecturesManning Publications, 2012

	
	
		A few years ago, I wrote a book with a colleague about open source ESBs (Enterprise
	
		Service Buses), Open Source ESBs in Action (Manning, 2008). In that book we wrote
	
		about using open source tools to integrate applications and expose legacy systems as
	
		services. In the years that followed, ESBs were seen as one of the...
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Seductive Interaction Design: Creating Playful, Fun, and Effective User Experiences (Voices That Matter)New Riders Publishing, 2011

	This book is primarily about principles of
	human behavior: why people do the things they
	do, feel the things they feel, and make particular
	choices.


	But there’s more to this book.


	If trying to understand human behavior
	was the only goal, I’d have stopped by now and
	pointed you to dozens of other...
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