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Microsoft’s new generation of certifications is designed not only to emphasize your proficiency with a specific technology but also to prove you have the skills needed to perform a specific role. In other words, you need to know how to use SQL Server 2005 in theory and in practice. This makes the MCTS: SQL Server 2005 certification a powerful credential for career advancement.

Obtaining this certification requires you to pass only one exam, Exam 70-431, which is called TS: Microsoft SQL Server 2005 – Implementation and Maintenance. Although I developed this book based on the exam objectives, its purpose is to serve more as a reference than an exam prep book. It guides you through procedures and tasks that solidify related concepts, allowing you to devote your memorization efforts to more abstract theories because you’ve mastered the more practical topics through doing. So, keep this book handy, because it will serve as a valuable reference during your career as a SQL Server 2005 professional.

Since the inception of its certification program, Microsoft has certified millions of people. Over the years, Microsoft has learned what it takes to help people show their skills through certification. Based on that experience, Microsoft has introduced a new generation of certifications:

	Microsoft Certified Technology Specialist (MCTS)
	Microsoft Certified IT Professional (MCITP)
	Microsoft Certified Professional Developer (MCPD)
	Microsoft Certified Architect (MCA)



The MCTS certification program is designed to validate core technology and product skills for a specific product. It helps you prove you are capable of implementing, building, troubleshooting, and debugging that product.

The new generation of exams offers a shorter certification path than previous iterations. For example, to become a Microsoft Certified Database Administrator, you had to pass four exams. To obtain an MCTS certification, you need to pass only one exam.

SQL Server 2005 DBA Street Smarts: A Real World Guide to SQL Server 2005 Certification Skills was designed to give you some insight into the world of a typical database administrator by walking you through some of the daily tasks you can expect on the job. You should invest in some equipment to get the full effect from this book; you might even consider using Microsoft’s Virtual PC or Virtual Server software (both are available for free download at the time of this writing). However, you can derive much value from simply reading through the tasks without performing the steps on live equipment. Organized classes and study groups are the ideal structures for obtaining and practicing with the recommended equipment.

About the Author
Joseph L. Jorden (MCP, MCSE, MCTS) is the Lead Developer for Jelly Belly Candy Company where he spends a great deal of his time developing database applications and assisting the DBA with SQL Server administration tasks. Joseph was one of the first 100 people to achieve the MCSE+I certification from Microsoft, one of the first 2,000 people to earn the MCSE certification on Windows 2000 and he is a charter member of the MCTS certification program. Joseph also spent a few years as an MCT during which time he taught Microsoft Official Curriculum courses about SQL Server 6.5, 7.0, and 2000. He has spoken at PASS conferences and Comdex about SQL Server and other computing subjects. Joseph has also written a number of articles for various publications, and he has written and tech edited several books for Sybex,
most of them on the subject of SQL Server.
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The Profit Impact of Business IntelligenceMorgan Kaufmann, 2006
Business Intelligence (BI): Its not just a technology. Its not just a methodology. Its a powerful new management approach that  when done right  can deliver knowledge, efficiency, better decisions, and profit to almost any organization that uses it.

When BI first came on the scene, it promised a lot but often failed to deliver. The...
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Guide to Microsoft Excel 2007 for Scientists and EngineersAcademic Press, 2008
The indispensable guide for all scientists, engineers and students who wish to use Microsoft Excel to its full potential.    

       Completely updated guide for scientists, engineers and students who want to use Microsoft Excel 2007 to its full potential.

Electronic spreadsheet analysis has become part of the everyday work of...
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Advanced Data Mining TechniquesSpringer, 2008
This book covers the fundamental concepts of data mining, to demonstrate the potential of gathering large sets of data, and analyzing these data sets to gain useful business understanding. The book is organized in three parts. Part I introduces concepts. Part II describes and demonstrates basic data mining algorithms. It also contains chapters on a...
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MATLAB Primer, Seventh EditionCRC Press, 2004
The latest edition in this best-selling series, MATLABÐ’® Primer, Seventh Edition incorporates a number of enhancements such as changes to the desktop, new features for developing M-files, the JIT accelerator, and an easier way of importing Java classes. In addition to the features new to version 7.0, this book includes a new section on...
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Making Sense of Agile Project Management: Balancing Control and AgilityJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	The book is intended to provide a much deeper understanding of agile principles, methodologies, and practices to enable project managers to develop a more agile approach and understand how to blend and tailor agile and traditional principles, methodologies, and practices to create an appropriate balance of control and agility to fit a...
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Crystal Reports Professional ResultsMcGraw-Hill, 2003
Create presentation-quality reports and complex, interactive analysis documents both on and off the Web with help from this thorough resource. Learn to use this powerful reporting tool to develop and design reports, make maps, tables, and charts, and much more. Produce visually appealing reports quickly and effectively, extract and present data...
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