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	In Henry Fielding’s great novel Tom Jones, the young hero and his friend Partridge go to see a production of Shakespeare’s Hamlet—a play that had been around for less than 50 years at that point. Partridge, always opinionated and usually wrong, is not impressed by the actor playing Hamlet: “Why, I could act as well as he myself. I am sure, if I had seen a ghost, I should have looked in the very same manner, and done just as he did …”


	Partridge could be right that he would have behaved the same way, if he had indeed seen a ghost, but he has missed the point entirely. The actor who played Hamlet hasn’t seen a ghost, just another member of the cast playing a ghost. The wonder is that the actor playing Hamlet can make Partridge think, “That’s just what I would have done!”


	Acting is pretending. Actors pretend to be people they aren’t, caught up in fictional circumstances that sometimes take place in the distant past or the far future. Pretending like this isn’t easy to do in a way that will convince an audience of the truth of what’s happening. Even critics, who ought to know better, sometimes forget how much pretense is involved. Many movie critics were excited by the special effects in 1999’s The Matrix, but tended to dismiss its star Keanu Reeves as just okay. They forgot that Reeves had to act a lot of his scenes in front of a blue screen, with the actual effects added much later. Reeves knew what he was supposed to be seeing, but it wasn’t there in front of him. He needed to be thoroughly believable, because otherwise no audience would ultimately accept the reality of the special effects. You believe in them because Reeves behaves as though they are indeed real, just as an actor playing Hamlet does when he sees the ghost acted by his good friend Bob.


	How do they do it? And—perhaps more important—how do they get the chance to show they can do it? Do you want to play Hamlet? Do you dream of becoming a movie star? Do you think you’d be a wonderful Maria in West Side Story, or have your eye on Shakespeare’s Cleopatra? Would you be excited to get cast in a small role in your high school play or at the local community theater? Would singing in the chorus of a big musical give you a thrill?


	If so, you’ve been bitten by the acting bug. You may have first appeared on stage in grade school, in a Christmas pageant, but now you want to know more about acting. (You may also be the parent of a grade school kid and want to understand what your child is so excited about.) You may be in junior high or high school, at college, or an adult with a full-time job who still wants to act. Some of you may be thinking seriously about making acting a career.
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XQuery: Search Across a Variety of XML DataO'Reilly, 2016

	
		The W3C XQuery 3.1 standard provides a tool to search, extract, and manipulate content, whether it's in XML, JSON or plain text. With this fully updated, in-depth tutorial, you’ll learn to program with this highly practical query language.

	
		Designed for query writers who have some knowledge of XML basics, but...
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Information Storage and Management: Storing, Managing, and Protecting Digital Information in Classic, Virtualized, and Cloud EnvironmentsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2012

	The new edition of a bestseller, now revised and update throughout!


	This new edition of the unparalleled bestseller serves as a full training course all in one and as the world's largest data storage company, EMC is the ideal author for such a critical resource. They cover the components of a storage system and the different...
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Organic ChemistryBrooks Cole, 2007

	Succeed in your course with the help of this proven best-seller! John McMurry's ORGANIC CHEMISTRY is consistently praised as the most clearly written book available for the course. In John McMurry's words: "I wrote this book because I love writing. I get great pleasure and satisfaction from taking a complicated subject, turning...
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Designing Enterprise Applications with the Java(TM) 2 Platform (Enterprise Edition)Addison Wesley, 2000
The Java 2 Platform, Enterprise Edition, offers enterprise developers a simplified, component-based approach to creating applications for both intranets and the Internet.  

 Created by the Enterprise Team of the Java Software group at Sun Microsystems, Designing Enterprise Applications with the Java™ 2 Platform, Enterprise Edition...
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Buzz Marketing with Blogs For Dummies (Business & Personal Finance)For Dummies, 2005
It's easy to get customers buzzing about your business
Here's how to launch your blog, develop a style, and make your business stand out     

Whether or not you've blogged before, start here! Blogs can be great business boosters, and this book helps you choose software, get your blog up and running, open communication with customers,...
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New Algorithms, Architectures and Applications for Reconfigurable ComputingSpringer, 2005
New Algorithms, Architectures and Applications for Reconfigurable Computing consists of a collection of contributions from the authors of some of the best papers from the Field Programmable Logic conference (FPL’03) and the Design and Test Europe conference (DATE’03). In all, seventy-nine authors, from research teams from all...
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