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	The present well-established study of planets orbiting stars other than our Sun, the exoplanets, was reviewed by the author in his earlier book Wandering Stars. This new and exciting field of study has expanded quickly, particularly due to technological advances in both Earth-based telescopes and, more recently, in the application of automatic space vehicles. Well over 300 exoplanets have now been catalogued, each of mass comparable to or greater than those of the major planets of the Solar System. Earth-sized bodies remain out of reach for the present. The data obtained so far show that the distribution of major planets in our Solar System is the exception rather than the rule, contrary to earlier expectations. A few exoplanet systems do, nevertheless, give the promise of broadly Solar System conditions with the possibility of Earth-like components in appropriate orbits. This immediately raises the age-old question of whether there can be life elsewhere in the Universe and whether this might involve advanced technologically-capable beings like ourselves. The topic is explored in this workbook. To gain a balanced perspective on these matters, the arguments are set against the broad panorama of the Universe on the one hand and on the evolution of life on Earth leading to Homo sapiens on the other. More than this, the apparatus for achieving technological excellence, such as the development of appropriate energy sources and the invention of the required mathematical skills, is also included. This wide range of arguments is unusual. This notebook-cum-workbook provides a firm and comprehensive introduction to these studies. It is written by an expert in the field for readers beginning to ponder these questions seriously. It is hoped that the reader will extend the arguments further as the subject develops. A special feature is an extensive compendium to act as the beginnings of a personal inventory.
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Statistical Inference on Residual Life (Statistics for Biology and Health)Springer, 2014

	This is a monograph on the concept of residual life, which is an alternative summary measure of time-to-event data, or survival data. The mean residual life has been used for many years under the name of life expectancy, so it is a natural concept for summarizing survival or reliability data. It is also more interpretable than the popular...
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Markov Models for Pattern Recognition: From Theory to ApplicationsSpringer, 2007

	The development of pattern recognition methods on the basis of so-called Markov
	models is tightly coupled to the technological progress in the field of automatic
	speech recognition. Today, however, Markov chain and hidden Markov models are
	also applied in many other fields where the task is the modeling and analysis of
	chronologically...
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Cost Accounting: Foundations and Evolutions (Available Titles Cengagenow)South-Western College, 2010


	Cost accounting is a dynamic discipline constantly responding to the needs of managers

	in a highly competitive and global business world. Managers need cost accounting information

	to develop, implement, and evaluate strategy. Managers also need cost accounting

	measurements to determine product costs for internal management and...
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Sparsity: Graphs, Structures, and Algorithms (Algorithms and Combinatorics)Springer, 2014

	This book offers a systematic study of sparse graphs and sparse finite structures. Although the notion of sparsity appears in various contexts and is typical of a fuzzy notion, the authors present a unifying classification of general classes of structures....
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Pro Full-Text Search in SQL Server 2008Apress, 2008
Linguistic (language-based) searching has long been a staple of web search engines such as Google and high-end document management systems. Many developers have created custom utilities and third-party applications that implement complex search functionality similar to that provided by the most popular search engines. What many people don’t...
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JavaScript: Novice to NinjaSitePoint Pty Ltd, 2017

	
		JavaScript is a must-have skill for all web developers. JavaScript: Novice to Ninja is a fun, practical, and comprehensive guide to the modern usage of this deceptively powerful language. Comprehensively updated to cover ECMAScript 6 and modern JavaScript development, the second edition of this step-by-step introduction to...
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