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Science is inextricably linked with mathematics. Statistician David  Salsburg examines the development of ever-more-powerful statistical methods  for determining scientific truth in The Lady Tasting Tea, a series  of historical and biographical sketches that illuminate without alienating  the mathematically timid. Salsburg, who has worked in academia and industry and has met many of the major players he writes about, shares his subjects' enthusiasm for problem solving and deep thinking. His sense of excitement drives the prose, but never at the expense of the reader; if anything, the author has taken pains to eliminate esoterica and ephemera from his stories. This might frustrate a few number-head readers, but the abundant notes and references should keep them happy in the library for weeks after reading the book.
    Ultimately, the various tales herein are unified in a single theme: the  conversion of science from observational natural history into rigorously  defined statistical models of data collection and analysis. This process,  usually only implicit in studies of scientific methods and history, is  especially important now that we seem to be reaching the point of diminishing returns and are looking for new paradigms of scientific investigation. The Lady Tasting Tea will appeal to a broad audience of scientifically literate readers, reminding them of the humanity underlying the work.   --Rob Lightner    









	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: The FX Bootcamp Guide to Strategic and Tactical Forex Trading]

The FX Bootcamp Guide to Strategic and Tactical Forex TradingJohn Wiley & Sons, 2008

	A straightforward guide to trading today's dynamic Forex market


	Written by Wayne McDonell, the Chief Currency Coach at FX Bootcamp, this book shows readers how to successfully trade the Forex market on their own. FX Bootcamp's Guide to Strategic and Tactical Forex Trading skillfully explains how to combine...
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A Practical Guide to the Eustachian TubeSpringer, 2013

	This book, written by international experts, is a detailed guide to the Eustachian tube, with emphasis on those aspects of most relevance to the practitioner. The opening chapters document the clinical anatomy and provide essential information on physiology, with explanation of the new model of tubal mechanics. Diagnosis and therapy for the...
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Adobe Photoshop CS for Photographers: Professional Image Editor's Guide to the Creative Use of Photoshop for the Mac and PCFocal Press, 2004

	The latest edition to join Martin Evening's bestselling 'Adobe Photoshop for Photographers' titles gives you completely updated and revised coverage providing a professional photographer's insight into Photoshop CS.

	

	The main update is the latest coverage of all that's new in digital capture; also the...
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Communicating Design: Developing Web Site Documentation for Design and Planning (2nd Edition)New Riders Publishing, 2010

	Successful web design teams depend on clear communication between developers and their clients—and among members of the development team. Wireframes, site maps, flow charts, and other design diagrams establish a common language so designers and project teams can capture ideas, track progress, and keep their...
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Problem Solving and Program Design in C (7th Edition)Pearson Education, 2012

	Problem Solving and Program Design in C  is one of the best-selling introductory programming textbooks using the C programming language. It embraces a balanced approach to program development and an introduction to ANSI C. The book provides a gradual introduction to pointers and covers programming with...
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Preventing Web Attacks with ApacheAddison Wesley, 2006
The only end-to-end guide to securing Apache Web servers and Web applications

Apache can be hacked. As companies have improved perimeter security, hackers have increasingly focused on attacking Apache Web servers and Web applications....
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