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This book began three decades ago, on a cold Saturday morning in early September. That was when I pulled on for the first time the scarlet jersey of Icknield, a high school named for a fierce tribe of Britons, the Iceni, who under their warrior queen Boadicea inflicted several heavy defeats upon the Romans. Our opponents that morning were from the Cardinal Newman School, named not after a warrior but a mild-mannered man who may soon become a saint of the Roman Catholic Church. The Cardinal’s men were victorious that day, the final score was 10-6 and, to show my age, we were defeated by two converted tries to two unconverted tries. But I was hooked.

Chances are you are reading this book because you, too, fell in love with rugby. It has that effect on people. It’s a game of many parts. While a good deal of brawn is needed, brains play a big role too, and the post-game social life is usually enjoyable, if not entirely wholesome or suitable for family viewing.

Rugby has grown immensely in recent years. There are now women’s teams at the international level and a women’s rugby world cup; there are national teams for the hearing impaired, and the sport spreads ever wider. As I write, Brazil conquered Trinidad and Tobago in the early qualifying stages of the next Rugby World Cup. There’s even a movement to reintroduce rugby in the Olympic Games, where the current reigning champions are the United States who defeated the French 17-3, in Paris, in 1924.
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Adaptive Multimedia Retrieval. Understanding Media and Adapting to the User: 7th International WorkshopSpringer, 2011

	This book contains a selection of the revised contributions that were initially submitted to the International Workshop on Adaptive Multimedia Retrieval (AMR 2009). The workshop was organized by the Universidad Nacional de Educaci ´on a Distancia (UNED) in Madrid, Spain, during September 24–25, 2009.


	The goal of the AMR...
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Creating Development Environments with Vagrant - Second EditionPackt Publishing, 2015

	Leverage the power of Vagrant to create and manage virtual development environments with Puppet, Chef, and VirtualBox


	About This Book

	
		Get your projects up and running quickly and effortlessly by simulating complicated environments that can be easily shared with colleagues
	
		Provision...
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Disadvantaged Children in India: Empirical Evidence, Policies and ActionsSpringer, 2019

	This book addresses issues concerning five major categories of disadvantaged children, namely street children, children involved in trafficking, child labor, slum children, and children in institutional care, which apply to a large number of children around the world, including India. Compiling primary and secondary research-based evidences in...
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TYPO3 4.3 Multimedia CookbookPackt Publishing, 2010

	TYPO3 is one of the world's leading open source content management systems, written in PHP, which can be used to create and customize your web site. Along with text content, you can display high quality images, audio, and video to your site's visitors by using TYPO3. It is essential to manage various types of multimedia files in...
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Model Engineering in Mixed-Signal Circuit Design: A Guide to Generating Accurate Behavioral Models in VHDL-AMSSpringer, 2001
The purpose of Model Engineering in Mixed-Signal Circuit  Design is - for the first time - to combine the main  issues of the hardware description language VHDL-AMS aimed at model  representation of mixed-signal circuits and systems, of  characterization methods and tools for the extraction of model  parameters, and of modeling...
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Real Analysis: Measure Theory, Integration, and Hilbert Spaces (Princeton Lectures in Analysis) (Bk. 3)Princeton Press, 2005

	Real Analysis is the third volume in the Princeton Lectures in Analysis, a series of four textbooks that aim to present, in an integrated manner, the core areas of analysis. Here the focus is on the development of measure and integration theory, differentiation and integration, Hilbert spaces, and Hausdorff measure and fractals. This...
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